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The Chicago Convention. 

The 1912 convention of the National Independent Telephone 
Association, held in Chicago this week, will long be remem- 
bered by all who attended its sessions. Some of those ses- 
sions were marked by more acrimony than usual, but, after 
all was said and done, adjournment came leaving everybody 
convinced anew of the strength and vitality of the Independent 
telephone business. Many meetings of associations are so 
humdrum, peaceful and cut and dried that interest fails be- 
cause of the formal monotony of the proceedings. This was 
by no means the case at the Chicago convention. 

The spirited debate on the election of directors, participated 
in by the leaders of the committee of seven and its critics, 
was followed so attentively that luncheon time was forgotten 
and several hundred delegates did fiot notice the pangs of 
hunger for several hours. The positions of both contestants 
were fully defined. Plain language was used and point blank 
questions were asked and answered face to face—all of which 
is indicated in of the 
in the end the meeting wound up with a distinctly better feel- 
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ing all around. In other words, to put it bluntly, “they got it 
out of their systems.” 

No denial was made of the assertion that every telephone 
man present earnestly sought to do what is best for the tele- 
phone industry, as a whole—not forgetting, of course, his 
own personal interests—and the explanation made that the 
famous “negotiations” were for that purpose seemed to be ac 
cepted at face value and with approval. 

President Manford Savage’s annual address was received 
with universal approval and furnishes much food for thought. 
The convention wisely ordered the printing and distribution of 
this able address so it can be more deliberately studied and en- 
joyed by the members. 

The clear, business-like 
Ohio Situation” was one 
His declaration that when telephone matters in that state are 
will control in 67 of the 88 coun- 


statement of S. E. Ward on “The 
of the features of the convention. 


adjusted the Independents 
ties of Ohio, was greeted with applause and many expressed 
the belief that similar results will obtain in other states where 


the same constructive plan is adopted. 


The address of A. A. Godard, of Kansas, on “The Telephone 
Situation,” also made a profound impression. He touched on 
the future policy of the Independents and outlined a proposition 
which should receive the thoughtful consideration of every 
member of the association. Mr. Godard pointed out several 
developments of the past year that are bound to yield encour- 
agement to every man connected with the Independent in 
Independent telephony had won 
Bell 


also from the governing powers of the nation. 


dustry. He declared that 


recognition from its competitor, the organization, and 
His conclu- 
sions were that Independents should seriously consider if it 
is not advisable to cease a destructive fight, now that the 
fight for recognition is won, and, above all, that the Inde 
pendent telephone industry is here to stay. 

On account of the late hour of its delivery, Mr. Godard’s 
remarks are reserved for publication in TELEPHONY next week, 
when they will be printed verbatim. Mr. Ward’s speech will 
also be given in full in the next issue, when Mr. Crowley's paper 
will likewise appear. The practical conference, which to the re- 
gret of all was limited in time by the pressure of other busi- 
ness, brought out some valuable data which will be presented 
from the stenographic report. 

The accounting committee kept open office during the entire 
session, continuing its highly creditable work. 

The resolutions adopted will be found in another page, in- 
cluding an endorsement of the course pursued by TELEPHONY, 
for which we thank the association. 

The new managers of the National Independent Telephone 
Association are men of ability and standing in their states, 
and should be given the support of all members in any plan 
to improve Independent conditions and advance the develop- 
ment of the telephone art. 

The convention again demonstrated the inestimable value 
of a strong national association, and the good to be derived 
from an annual get-together event. This view is shared by 
every element in the organization, and the belief is held that 
thorough all the changes that may come in the future, from 
the natural evolution of business conditions, there will always 
be a place for a strong, active and aggressive Independent 


telephone association. 








160 


Wisconsin Decision Against Cut Rate Competition. 

The Wisconsin Public Utilities Commission has taken a 
step which cannot fail to excite the keenest interest in 
the business world, and when its true significance is un- 
derstood, commend it most favorably to public opinion. It 
has made a decision the purpose of which is to prevent 
unfair competition in rates. 

The Kenosha Gas & Electric Co. applied to the com- 
mission for leave to cut rates for electric light service. 
Its competitor, the Kenosha Electric Railway Co., filed 
a protest. It claimed that the rates proposed were insuffi- 
cient and unreasonable and that the reduction was made 
with the purpose of commencing a rate war and injur- 
ing the petitioner’s business. 

Upon investigating the matter, the Commission was 
convinced that, notwithstanding the reasons urged to the 
contrary, the defendant company in reducing its rates 
was actuated by the same motives as usually actuate any 
company when entering upon a rate war. Commenting 
upon the effect which rate wars produce, the Commission 
says: 

“Rate wars mean lower-than-paying rates, failure to keep 
the property in proper operating condition, and inade- 
quate service. It usually results in financial ruin to one 
or more of the contestants, the crippling of the.rest, and 
in the ultimate consolidation of the remnants into one 
<oncern. When peace has thus been restored, the rates 
are advanced, not only to the level that prevailed before 
the contest, but to even higher figures. This is often 
necessary, because it is frequently the only way in which 
the public can secure adequate service. These results, if 
the war were permitted to go on, could not be prevented 
or more than tempered under the public utilities law, for 
the only way bankrupt corporations in the hands of re- 
ceivers can be made to furnish adequate service to the 
public is through the additional investment of enough 
capital to restore the plants to efficient operating condi- 
tion and by fixing rates that are high enough to yield 
reasonable returns for operating expenses, including re- 
pairs, depreciation and interest charges on the entire in- 
vestment. 

“In one way or another losses and destruction due to 
rate wars are almost certain to fall on the public; and 
in the end the customers of such utilities will lose more 
through such losses and through bad service than they 
gained through the temporary reductions in the _ rates 
while the war was on. Rate wars also have a demoraliz- 
ing effect upon business methods and practices and usually 
result in future dissatisfaction and strife. In the public- 
utility field they are so clearly against public policy that 
they should under no circumstances be permitted.” 

This is a square and sensible opinion. It is possible that 
Kenosha, like every other town, has some shallow brained 
shouters who like to see corporations burning up money 
in a rate war, and will not take a long time view. By 
such as these the great merit of such a decision as this can 
never be appreciated. But the Wisconsin commission has 
never played to the gallery nor sought temporary ap- 
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plause. It digs deep, laboring to discover the correct 
principles, and then builds firmly and constantly upon 
them. This present decision is a notable landmark in the 
progress of public utility regulation and not the least of 
the great achievements which are making the Wisconsin 
commission an educational center for the square deal 
policy between the public and the public service corpora- 
tion, as well as between the several elements of the cor- 
porations themselves. 





The Proper Salary for a Manager. 


The following proposition in regard to the determina- 
tion of proper salary for a manager was submitted by an 
Independent company operating in the middle west. It 
gives certain data as to its earnings and expenses and the 
method of handling the manager’s compensation which it 
was desired to discontinue in favor of a more practical 
plan. 

Readers are invited to send in figures and discussions 
based upon their own experience along similar lines. Those 
which are accepted for publication will be used without any 
mention of names or place so that the identity of the writ- 
ers will not be made public. 

Following are the figures given by the correspondent 
who brought up this subject: 

“Our report for the year ending July 1, 1911, shows 


EE sia caiiwh enna acwia ed ikidudeawacsmaate $8,029.72 
Operating expenses ................ ccc ce cece ceee 4,999.39 
BUGE GpOTRCIE TROBENE 2n5c cc cc cccccdcccccsccccsece 3,030.33 


“In the above figures were included all earnings of every 
kind, all expenses of every kind which left us a net in- 
come as stated. The salaries paid at the present time are 
as follows. The manager receives $135 per month and must 
furnish the operators, 4vhich costs him $48 per month at 
present; also fuel and light which cost about $3 to $4.00 per 
month. The company is growing all the time and the oper- 
ating question is becoming so that it is very hard for one 
operator to do the work at the board at certain hours in 
the day and evening. The company operates 500 telephones 
of its own and gives free service to two adjoining towns 
which makes about 450 more subscribers to switch for. 
Now the company is planning to furnish all operators, all 
fuel and light, in fact every thing that it will take to operate 
the office, and will employ the manager and pay him a 
straight salary for his services. The manager is also secre- 
tary, and furnishes his own bond of $1,000. 

“I am ‘trying to find out what other companies of this 
size are paying their managers, who have all the books of 
the entire company to keep, all collections to make, trou- 
ble to look after, and any other business that might come 
up and need attention. The president’s salary is $3 per day 
when his time is taken up in telephone matters, which is 
not very often. We have a lineman whose salary is about 
$70 and he furnishes a team. 
include all the salary items and expense of all kinds.” 

This is a live subject that the officials of every company 
of moderate size would like to see fully discussed. We 


hope our readers will not be backward in sending letters. 


The operating expenses 














The National Association Convention at Chicago 


Complete Report of Business Transacted in Full Three Days’ Sessions, and Directors Elected—A Notable Address 
by President Savage one of Leading Features—Accounting Committee Active in Compiling 
Suggestions for Classification which it will Recommend to Interstate Commission 


On Tuesday afternoon the directors of the National As- 
sociation met at the headquarters in the McCormick Build- 
ing and almost the entire time was spent in discussing the 
new by-laws, which have been arranged to meet conditions 
under which the association has been operating during the 
past year and is expected to encounter during the next 
year. 

ACCOUNTING COMMITTEE SESSIONS. 

The accounting committee of the association had an all- 
day session on Tuesday with nearly every member present. 
There was a close unanimity of general views on the sub- 
jects discussed, and a great deal of valuable constructive 
work was accomplished. Wm. A. Frame, consulting ac- 
countant, who has been working with the Wisconsin As- 
sociation for some time, presented a report prepared for 
the Wisconsin Association and approved by it. W. F. 
Goodrich, who is chairman of the Wisconsin accounting 
committee, is also a member of the National association’s 
accounting committee. 

This report in part consists of a three-column com- 
parison, line for line, of the three accounting systems of 
the Wisconsin commission, the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission and the Bell telephone company. This compara- 
tive classification of accounts was of great utility in facilitat- 
ing discussions in the committee and should be of value 
to every operating company which is considering this sub- 
ject. 

Mr. Van Sant, from the Interstate Commerce Commission, 
was present during the convention, gathering information 
in regard to the accounting methods used by the Independent 
telephone companies and their views as to the classification 
which will facilitate the work of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission in performing the duties imposed upon it by 
law. 

First DAy oF CONVENTION. 

The first regular session of the convention was opened on 
Wednesday morning in the convention hall of the Hotel Sher- 
man, with President Savage in the chair. A brief, but fluent 
and cordial address of welcome to the delegates was made by 
Herbert J. Friedman, of the office of the corporation counsel, 
acting as the representative of Hon. Carter H. Harrison, mayor 
of Chicago. Mr. Friedman compared the reception which the 
mayor tendered the visiting telephone men to that accorded a 
member of the family who again comes into the family circle 
after an absence, and not such as might be tendered a stranger. 

Hon. D. M. Neill, of Minnesota, who was to respond on be- 
half of the delegates, was delayed in reaching the city and was 
unable to be present at the opening. His place was capably 
filled by J. W. Barnes, of West Virginia, well known to every 
Indenpendent who has attended the annual conventions of the 
national association for the past ten years. Mr. Barnes is a 
forceful and convincing speaker and his remarks, although cut 
short on account of the lateness of the hour, were received with 
hearty applause. He dwelt at some length on the power of 
local interest in the Independent telephone business ascribing in 
large measure to it, and the sentiment of loyalty which it en- 
gendered, the success of the movement. 

This was followed by the annual address of Manford Savage, 
president of the association, which appears in full elsewhere 
in this issue. Mr. Savage’s address gave every evidence of deep 
and careful thought in its preparation. Taking “The Outlook” 
as his general theme, he reviewed the events of the past year 


and offered suggestions as to the future. Mr. Savage’s views 
and conclusions are worthy the close attention of every man 
in the telephone business. 

At the conclusion of the president’s address, N. G. Hunter, 
of Indiana, rose and proposed a resolution endorsing the sen- 
timents expressed by Mr. Savage and declaring the confidence 
of the delegates in Mr. Savage himself. This received seconds 
from every part of the hall and the motion, when put by Mr. 
Hunter, was carried unanimously, a proceeding gracefully ac- 
knowledged by Mr. Savage. Later, the resolutions committee 
embodied the same idea in a resolution, which was formally 
adopted. 

The nominating, credentials and resolutions committees were 
then appointed by the chair, after which the meeting adjourned. 
The committees were made up as follows: Nominating, Messrs. 
Fisher, Mattison, Hunter, Gary, Herrick; credentials, Messrs. 
Schade, Vivian, Robinson, Adams, Bryant; resolutions, Messrs. 
Godard, Cable, Hunter. There was no afternoon session. 

The Thursday session was opened by J. C. Crowley, of Wis- 
consin, who read a paper on “Experiences Under Commission 
Control.” This was an able discussion of the question, based 
on an intimate acquaintance with the operations of the Wis- 
consin commission. It will appear in a subsequent issue of 
TELEPHONY. 

Mr. Crowley was followed by S. E. Ward, of Ohio, who re 
viewed the telephone situation in that state. He described the 
efforts which have been and are being made to bring about an 
operating condition in Ohio similar to that which has been ac- 
complished recently in southeastern Nebraska by the Lincoln 
company—the withdrawal of the Bell from certain localities 
and of the Independents from others, and the establishment of 
an interchange of service between the two interests. Mr. Ward 
spoke without notes and his manner of presenting his views 
and those of other Independent operators in Ohio was strong 
and convincing. His remarks, which were received with marked 
appreciation by his hearers, will be printed in TELEPHONY next 
week. 

B. G. Hubbell, of New York, addressed the meeting briefly 
on the matter of fire insurance, endorsing the work of the 
Telephone Fire Insurance Exchange and urging telephone men 
to investigate and adopt its policies. 

Just before adjournment, the committee on nominations made 
its report, offering, in accordance with the new by-laws, the fol- 
lowing thirty-five names as candidates for directors, of which 
seventeen were to be elected: Manford Savage, Illinois; H. B. 
McMeal, Chicago; H. D..Critchfield, Chicago; G. W. Robinson, 
Minnesota; Theodore Gary, Missouri; W. C. Handlan, West 
Virginia; E. B. Fisher, Michigan; B. G. Hubbell, New York; 
L. D. Kellogg, Chicago; S. E. Ward, Ohio; N. G. Hunter, In- 
diana; A. A. Godard, Kansas; Richard Valentine, Wisconsin ; 
W. J. Thomas, Kentucky; F. H. Woods, Nebraska; J. C. Casler, 
Texas; J. M. Plaister, Iowa; J. M. Winslow, Washington; F. 
L. Beam, Ohio; W. J. Melchers, Michigan; W. J. Uhl, Indiana; 
E. D. Schade, Pennsylvania; N. T. Folwell, Pennsylvania; S. 
W. Harper, New Jersey; J. W. Barnes, West Virginia; A. F. 
Rogers, Kansas; H. C.Todd, Missouri; J. W. Garland, Penn- 
sylvania; J. D. Powers, Kentucky; J. C. Crowley, Wisconsin; 
W. J. Bryant, Alabama; F. N. Kondolf, New York; D. M. 
Neill, Minnesota; Fred A. Dolph, Illinois; W. F. Goodrich, 
Wisconsin. 

A question arose as to the eligibility of some of the men 
named to serve as directors of the national association and a 
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rather lively discussion ensued. The fact was also brought out 
that L. A. Herrick, a member of the committee and president 
of the Illinois Independent Telephone Association, had not been 
present when the names of the candidates were selected. This 
was explained by Chairman Fisher, who stated that an unsuc- 
cessful effort had been made to find Mr. Herrick. However it 
was held by the delegates to be sufficient cause to vote the mat- 
ter back agaim to the committee. This was accordingly done. 

At the opening ofthe afternoon session the committee again 
reported, the list being unchanged except for the addition of 
the name of Charles H. Hood, of Chicago, which was inserted 
in the list directly after that of Mr. Beam. The ballot box was 
opened from 5:30 to 11 p. m., after which the judges declared 
the following directors duly elected for the ensuing year: Man- 
ford Savage, Illinois; H. B. McMeal, Chicago; H. D. Critch- 
field, Chicago; G. W. Robinson, Minnesota; Theodore Gary, 
Missouri; W. C. Handlan, West Virginia; E. B. Fisher, Michi- 
gan; B. G. Hubbell, New York; L. D. Kellogg, Chicago; S. E. 
Ward, Ohio; N. G. Hunter, Indiana; A. A. Godard, Kansas; 
Richard Valentine, Wisconsin; W. J. Thomas, Kentucky; F. H. 
Woods, Nebraska; J. C. Casler, Texas; E. D. Schade, Penn- 
‘sylvania. 

The first session of the practical conference was held Thurs- 
day afternoon and was followed Friday morning by a second 
session, L. E. Hurtz, of Nebraska, conducting the discussions, 
assisted by H. C. Todd, of Missouri. A synopsis of the ques- 
tions handled will appear in this paper next week. 

THE BANQUET. 

Thursday night’s banquet, held in the main dining hall 
of the Sherman Hotel, was ne of the best arranged and 
most satisfactory of the many successful banquets given by 
the association since its first meeting. 

Much of the pleasure derived from the occasion was due 
‘to the graceful manner in which Judge Nelson G. Hunter, 
of Wabash, Indiana, presided as toastmaster. Judge Hun- 
ter has a happy faculty of introducing speakers and sand- 
wiching humorous remarks and anecdotes in between the 
various addresses. 

The first speaker of the evening, and one in whom more 
than ordinary interest centered, was C. O. Frisbie, of the 
Illinois Tunnel Co., which has some forty thousand auto- 
matic telephones installed in the Loop district as prelimi- 
nary to a complete competitive system for Chicago and 
connections for. all outside Independent systems. 

Mr. Frisbie, while admitting that he was not an experi- 
enced telephone man, declared that as a layman he could 
not understand why there was no chain or group of Inde- 
pendent companies similar to the A. T. & T. Co., or at 
least so organized as to afford organized competition for 
the Bell. He stated that the Chicago automatic installation 
is the largest. ever achieved within the period of a year 
and a half, and compared the fact that Independent com- 
panies can now get Chicago connections at practically no 
cost with the fact that the Pennsylvania Railroad spent 
over $125,000,000 to obtain ingress to New York city. 

Chicago having been the goal of the various Independent 
telephone companies of the central states ever since the 
inception of the Independent movement, Mr. Frisbie said he 
felt that Independents should embrace more eagerly their 
present opportunity to co-operate with his company. At 
present, he announces, the Tunnel company is engaged in 
connecting up with various points in Illinois and soon will 
have access to St. Louis through the Kinloch lines. 


Through these connections, now being established, over 
2,800 towns will be given access to Chicago. 

Mr. Frisbie also- stated that by March the new line, 
which is now being built eastward to South Bend, will be 
completed so that Indiana cities and the more important 
Michigan points would have connections with Chicago. As 
a closing sentiment Mr. Frisbie declared it to be the inten- 
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tion of his company to make Chicago an “all-automatic 
telephone city” the coming year, and this sentiment was 
applauded to the echo. 

In introducing the next speaker, Wilbur D. Nesbit, Judge 
Hunter pledged 150,000 Independent telephone connections 
from the State of Indiana just as soon as the Chicago auto- 
matic system could get its lines ready. 

Mr. Nesbit entertained with humorous recitations, largely 
of his own verse, he being one of the best known Chicago 
authors. Mr. Nesbit insisted that he was a member of the 
original N. G. Hunter Gubernatorial Campaign Committee, 
although Judge Hunter protested that he never knew of the 
existence of such a committee. Another of Mr. Nesbit’s 
remarks which caught the fancy of his audience was his 
statement that the Chicago Telephone Co. was a concrete 
illustration of the fallacy of the old maxim that “talk is cheap.” 

In the course of his remarks, Mr. Nesbit paid TELEPHONY 
an appreciated compliment as being the best journal ever pub- 
lished in the interests of the telephone industry. He further 
requested that all subscriptions accruing from his remarks be 
marked with the private character “P,” as he wished those 
subscriptions to apply on his personal poker obligations to Edi- 
tor McMeal. Of course, Editor McMeal is generally known 
throughout the field as being wholly unfamiliar with cards or 
any other diversions which may not be entirely innocent in 
character, so that Mr. Nesbit’s remarks were taken broadly as 
a good joke and created considerable amusement. 

Following Mr. Nesbit, Hon. D. M. Neill, of St. Paul, candi- 
date for governor of Minnesota on the Republican ticket, and 
for some years a prominent telephone man at Red Wing in 
that state, made a very interesting speech in which he em- 
phasized the importance of team work in Independent under- 
takings. He suggested that great things could only be ac- 
complished by co-operation, and said that some people’s ideas 
of co-operation reminded him of the small boy who dipped 
into the collection basket when it was passed at church, -and 
then turning to his father said: “Dad, I got a quarter. How 
much did you get?” 

Manford Savage, president of the association, spoke of “Good 
Fellowship,” and proved that he had a thorough sense of good 
fellowship himself by the happy tenor of his remarks. Mr. 
Savage declared that there was humor to be found everywhere 
even in the Bell’s advertisements. He professed to believe 
that the Bell first adopted the blue bell as its symbol on ac- 
count of the modesty and quietude which it typified (?); and, 
coming down to more recent Bell publicity, said that their use 
of Napoleon in connection with their advertising struck him as 
being equally happy, since Napoleon was overthrown at Water- 
loo and banished to St. Helena—with his dream of universal 
empire shattered. 

Among the features suggested during the course of the even- 
ing’s programme was one by Hon. H. H. Johnson, a prominent 
lawyer of Cleveland, Ohio, who is interested indirectiy in large 
telephone affairs. Mr. Johnson applied several of Aesop's 
fables to the telephone business, and recommended that the 
Independents adopt some scientific method of organizing, or 
getting together; stating it as his firm belief that if they 
would engage good brokers and employ good publicity work, 
it would be comparatively easy for them to get all requisite 
funds direct from the public for the furtherance of their enter- 
prises. He emphasized the fact that the Independetts enjoyed 
advantages in apparatus, salesmen, and close contact with the 
public, while their stocks were less watered than those of the 
Bell. He expressed the hope that in the near future the Inde- 
pendents would take action along the lines which he suggested. 

The concluding address of the evening was made by Col. 
Wm. Lightfoot Visscher, for twenty-nine years a member of 
the Chicago Press Club, and one of the best known public 
speakers and entertainers. Col. Visscher is tremendously pop- 
ular at telephone banquets, and he reinforced his claims to the 
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affections of the fraternity on this occasion by numerous anec- 
dotes and recitations, interspersed with personal hits. One of 
the features of his address was an original telephone poem, 
which is presented herewith. 


HELLo! 


Hello! Hello! Get off the line! 
You gossiping, old, nosey crone— 
Yes, we are having quite a blow; 
It’s funny how the time has flown. 
The folks from everywhere are here, 
And all are in a fun cyclone 
To celebrate the telephone. 


How blest it is that one may live— 
If so he chooses—all alone, 
And yet have with him, every day, 
Hans and Patrick, Jacques and Joan, 
Sam and Sallie, Jennie and Jim, 
And friends of every land and zone, 
By a simple call on the telephone. 


‘Tis sure a day of wondrous things; 
A time of bully business tone; 

An era when there is no place 
For any trifling drag or drone. 

This is the day when every man 
May be a king upon a throne, 
And tell his thinks by telephone. 


The business man who stops, today, 

To fret and worry, grouch and groan, 
Will find himself behind the push, 

And in his eyes the dust has blown; 
He does not work his fertile field; 

Upon it weeds and tares have grown— 

He never. used the telephone. 


For friendship, business, love or hate; 
To greet a mate or “pick a bone”; 
To talk with a Missouri man, 
Or anyone that must be shown; 
To buy or sell, or make a date; 
To do all things to hold one’s own, 
You’ve got to have the telephone. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY DELEGATES. 

On the resumption of the regular sessions of the convention 
Friday morning, after the practical conference, Gen. A. A. 
Godard, of Topeka, Kans., gave an extended talk on the gen- 
eral situation, which will appear in full in next week’s TELEPH- 
ONY. 

The committee on resolutions then presented its report as 
follows: 

“RESOLVED, that we favor federal control of interstate tele- 
phone toll lines and business by the Interstate Commerce and 
other proper commission, such control to extend to regulation 
of rates, efficiency of service, the filing of reports to such com- 
mission and the schedules of tolls and tariffs. 

“RESOLVED, that we are opposed to the federal control, regu- 
lation or supervision of local telephone exchanges and local 
telephone business, even if such business consists in part of in- 
terstate business made possible by a connection with toll lines, 
for the reason that, in our opinion, it would be unjust to require 
such exchanges to make annual reports, file schedules of rates 
and keep books and accounts in accordance with federal re- 
quirements because no benefits will result therefore and because 
the greater portion of the business of such exchanges is neces- 
sarily local and the regulation of such business belongs to the 
state. 

“RESOLVED, that it is by far to the best interest of the Inde- 
pendent telephone business that the operation of local telephone 
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properties be placed under the supervision of state public utili- 
ties commissions, empowered to act under wise, reasonable and 
proper laws, to the end that the business may be conserved 
against destructive competition, that its connection contracts be 
properly protected, the rates fairly determined and the issue 
of securities reasonably regulated; and to this end and for this 
purpose we recommend the enactment of uniform public utili- 
ties laws by the several states of the Union, and that ener- 
getic efforts be made and that the state associations aid in 
securing the passage of such legislation. 

“RESOLVED, that we commend the annual address of the Hon. 
Manford Savage, president of this association, also the policy 
therein outlined, and the work of the president for the past 
year. 

“RESOLVED, by the National Independent Telephone Associa- 
tion that we recognize the loyalty of TELEPHONY to the Inde- 
pendent telephone interests and to this association, and wish 
to assert that it is the duty of all those engaged in Independent 
telephony to support and encourage that publication. 

“RESOLVED, that the thanks of this association are due and 
are hereby tendered to the management of the Hotel Sherman 
for the elegance and completeness of the accommodations and 
facilities furnished and the excellence of service given at this 
meeting.” D. J. Cable, chairman, A. A. Godard, N. G. 
Hunter. 

These resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

J. C. Kelsey was called upon by the president to make an 
address and as he stepped forward was greeted with hearty 
applause. He read the paper which is printed in full in this 
issue. ’ 

A motion introduced by J. C. Casler was passed, providing 
that the president’s address should be specially printed and 
circulated by the association among its members. 

The convention adjourned without further business, with 
the understanding that the directors would meet at once. 

Immediately after the adjournment of the convention the 
directors met. They did not elect officers, and will meet on 
March 4 for that purpose. The fiscal year ends on March 1, 
according to the by-laws, and the election was postponed un- 
til after that date to permit present officers to complete the 
year and have time for an audit of the books and other mat- 
ters connected with the termination of the year’s business. 





Physical Connection Bill Introduced in New York. 

Senator Burd has introduced into the New York legisla- 
ture a bill to insert in the Public Service Commissions law 
a new section (98-a), providing that every company oper- 
ating a telephone exchange in a city, village or town must, 
within three months, unless the time is extended by the 
Public Service Commission, connect its exchange with every 
other exchange belonging to any other telephone company 
in the same city, village or town so that telephone messages 
may be received and sent through both exchanges over the 
connected wires. The commission is empowered to fix 
joint rates for this point service. The act contains penal- 
ties for its violation. 





At Indianapolis, Ind., various public bodies and officials 
are giving consideration to an ordinance for a franchise 
to control the operations of a single company to replace 
the present divided system owned respectively by the Bell 
and Morgan interests. 

C. A. Schrader, chairman of the Board of Public Works, 
among other things said: 

“T shall also insist that arbitration be used where there is 
a dispute between the company and a subscriber. There 
ought. to be something in the franchise to keep the com- 
pany from jerking a telephone out When it is over some- 
thing except paying a bill. Every subscriber should pay his 
telephone bill.” 
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Exhibits at the National Convention Most Comprehensive 


Displays by Manufacturers and Dealers in Telephone Equipment and Supplies at Annual Meeting of Independents 
at Hotel Sherman Best Ever Seen—Interest Shown by Delegates and Actual Sales Made 
Forecast Banner Year for Telephone Construction 


The displays of telephone equipment, apparatus and sup- 
lies at the national convention, held at the Hotel Sher- 
man, Chicago, this week, were, beyond all question, the 
most elaborate and comprehensive ever made at a national 
meeting. A large part of the second floor was given over 
to the exhibitors and the rooms and corridors were at all 
times filled wtih delegates and visitors except when the 
convention or technical conference sessions were being 
held. 

Many improvements in well known products and many 
entirely new devices were shown for the first time and the 
thoughtful interest taken in the exhibits as a whole, as 
well as the actual orders placed by telephone men, indi- 
cate that the present year is to be a banner one for ex- 
pansion in the field. Following is a brief description of 
the various exhibits: 

Cracrart, Lerch Exectric Co., Genoa, Ill—The new ap- 
paratus which has been particularly featured in this exhibit 
is a magneto harmonic ringing system, the ringers being for 
positive and negative current. The ringers are all wound 
to 1000 ohms and in appearance are identical with the standard 
harmonic ringers, which are familiar to all telephone men. The 
noticeable difference is that the armature is bent away upon 
one side, which constitutes the biased feature. The pole 
changer is a very simple piece of apparatus, a duplicate set of 
two vibrators each being contained in the same cabinet. This 
ringer, it is claimed, will absolutely not cross-ring from the 
current of a hand generator. The question has been asked 
why lower frequencies were not used in designing this par- 
ticular system, but the reason lies in the fact that 42 cycles 
gives a much larger margin of safety than 30 for this sys- 
tem. This system can be applied to magneto telephones by 
changing the ringer. No condensers are used. 

The company also exhibited a new drop which has been 
designed with the idea of having a permanent adjustment 
The spools may be removed and others substituted without 
in any way interfering with the armature adjustment. When 
the spool is removed the cut-off springs may be viewed from 
the back of the board. The spools are interchangeable. 

Straight magneto bridging and series telephones with the 
Cracraft-Leich feature of wiring, which has been covered by 
patents, were shown. Common battery telephones were shown 
with the split cabinet, allowing access to all parts of the tele- 
phone and allowing of easy adjustment of the ringer, which 
has ‘been featured by the company. A number of automo- 
phones were in operation, connected to a switchboard. The 
supervision given by this telephone was shown particularly by 
a double clearing-out cord circuit. 

Those representing the company were: J. P. Cracraft, O. M. 
Leich, D. E. Cambpell, F. H. Holroyd, V. H. McNutt, A. C. 
Reid. 


Bairp Etectric Co., Chicago, exhibited its wire chief’s test 
set, equipped with voltmeter and keys and special resistance 
measuring circuit, which has been described in TELEPHONY. 
Also, the nickel prepayment pay station, automatic in opera- 
tion and equipped with emergency signal, a three slot pay sta- 
tion for toll use and one equipped for automatic operation. 
A lockout system was in operation and attracted much atten- 
tion. The company’s flash sign over the door was operating 
on a color code. A line of time stamps for telephone offices 
and peg counters were on exhibit. The company was repre- 
sented by Geo. C. Dent and Arthur E. Case. 
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Exectric APPLIANCE Co., Chicago, exhibited telephones for 
local and common battery service, including the Cracraft- 
Leich automophone, which gives the equivalent of common bat- 
tery supervision in a magneto exchange. Also, a full line of 
telephone and switchboard cords, dry batteries, porcelain in- 
sulators, Paranite interior wires, as well as weatherproof and 
bare wires for all classes of telephone construction, and a gen- 
eral line of pole line construction material. 

The company was represented by R. S. Mitten, H. N. Rem- 
ington, F. W. Greusel and E. J. Ridenour. 


PaRAGoN SELLERS Co., Chicago, had a complete and very 
interesting exhibit of supplies, including its famous specialty, 
Ironite drop wire, Paragon ground cones, Paragon bat- 
tery box, Paragon self-tying knob, electrose composition re- 
ceiver shells, and Paragon handy lamp bracket. 

The company was represented by R. E. Macduff, E. M. 
Platt and Geo. Smith. 


Ericsson MANUFACTURING Co., Buffalo, N. Y., exhibited its 
famous everlasting all steel telephones also the Hand-mike, 
the operators breastplate transmitter, otherwise known as 
“Hand-mike’s Pretty Sister,” Ericsson test sets and Ericsson 
switchboards. 

The company was represented by Frank W. Pardee, gen- 
eral manager; Thos. S. Hemenway, treasurer; Irving W. Pope, 
superintendent of agencies; Shirley M. Lewis, H. S. Bonney. 


Tue H. E. Apams Mee. Co., Pittsburgh, Pa., exhibited a sec- 
tion of cable messenger strung between two poles, showing a 
new terminal, something new in a cable tap that can be con- 
nected on to a cable for taking out a smaller multiple with- 
out any wiping; can be removed for testing and replaced, thus 
avoiding the loss of a sleeve as in the old method; also a 
cable hanger on which cable can be strung without riding the 
messenger wire, a pothead end which does not require wiping 
and is waterproof, and improved Adams aerial and under- 
ground bonding clamps. 

The company was represented by H. P. Dawson, secretary. 


AMERICAN Etectric Co., Chicago, had a very complete and 
interesting exhibit of its well known line of magneto and 
common battery telephones and parts. The No. 45 drop 
board in a two position section with a code ringing attach- 
ment, the’ Burns adjustable telephone arm, the Xcell dry bat- 
tery, American condensers, made by the Mansbridge process, 
terminal and protective equipment, the No. 360 telephone 
with the wiring all contained in a removable shelf, on which 
repairs can be made without the use of a soldering iron. 

The company was represented by P. C. Burns, president; 
L. G. LeBourveau, Eugene L. Brown, W. F. Curtis and F. B. 
Boyce. 


Tue Hortzer-Casot Evectric Co., Chicago, exhibited a very 
complete and interesting line of supplies, including its well- 
known vibrating converters for furnishing current supply for 
ringing on harmonic selective party lines, vibrating busy-back 
and howler automatic ringing machine for central energy ex- 
changes, magneto motor-generator sets for ringing, a full line 
of exchange telephones, loud ringing extension bells and line- 
men’s test sets, Holtzer-Cabot seamless lifie connectors, Holtzer- 
Cabot frequency meter, equipoise telephone arm and flexiphone. 

(Continued on page 196) 











President Savage Sees Dawn of New Era in Telephony 


Head of National Association in Annual Address Reviews Year and Advises as to Future Conduct of Organization, 
Pleads for Unanimity of Action, a Sane} and Straightforward Look at Things and 
Recognition of New and Changing Conditions 


I have taken for the subject of the annual address of the 
President, “The Outlook.” That my audience will agree 
with the conclusions I have arrived at, is not likely nor, 
perhaps, desirable. 

The outlook depends primarily upon the elevation of the 
observer. Our environment, as a rule, bounds our horizon. 
Some of us have been living a contented life in a small 
valley purely local in its character, long distance touch 
with the great outer world giving us not the _ slightest 
concern; others have been tearing their clothes and bark- 
ing their shins, grasping with bleeding fingers each little 
projection and sticking their toes in as they attempt to 
scale the cliffs to reach a point where, by the aid of a 
corporate magnifier fitted with a powerful gold-bound lens, 
they can see the horizon stretch beyond county, state and 
even national lines. When we reach the higher altitude, 
we stand, as it were, upon an elevation supported by two 
pillars, one of which is self-interest, the other, co-opera- 
tion. So long as these are of equal height, no harm is 
done, but, when they become unequal, the point of view is 
not a true one; the greater the inequality, the more dis- 
torted becomes the vision. 


A ContTRAST OF MENTAL ATTITUDES. 


There are forces in Independent telephony today striv- 
ing, as they ever have in the past, to inordinately develop 
the pillar of self-interest. These forces are usually divided 
into two classes. First, financiers moved by the spirit of 
antichresis, that custom of the Roman law by which the 
pledges took the fruits of the thing pledged instead of in- 
terest. They disregard the equities which would give to 
those who plant, cultivate, prune the tree and bring the 
fruit to perfection, a fair share of the same. They further 
insist that the only interest the public has in a public serv- 
ice corporation is an hostile one, and also that one tele- 
phone company owes no consideration to any other com- 
pany. On the contrary, we are in a race in which the devil 
takes the hindmost. They contribute to the support of 
neither national nor state associations. In fact, they cap- 
italize selfishness and are incorporated for private advan- 
tage only. 

The second class is rapidly passing away. They were the 
promoters who took the view that the telephone business 
was a submarine concern that could be made to go under 
an ocean of water. Not succeeding in extracting gold from 
water as well as formerly, they are now negotiating for the 
services of a powerful diving-Bell, expecting, with its aid, 
to make their submarine venture more profitable or cash 
the cargo, water and all. 

Under the powerful influence of these two classes, self- 
interest has received an undue prominence or reached an 
exaggerated height, and the result is a distorted view of the 
whole situation. 

On the other side, fidelity and co-operation have ever 
been linked together by the true Independent telephone 
man. His faith was sublime, his fidelity unquestioned, his 
will inflexible, and his opinions unalterably fixed. He was 
the Puritan of the movement. The embers of patriotism 
are fanned into flames by reading the pages of history 
which recount the devotion, the trials and the success of 
the sturdy Puritan whom no persecution could compel to 
take his faith ready-made from the king, and who refused 
to bow down to an authority claiming a natural monopoly 


of religion, fearlessly striking out on independent lines, 
seeking liberty if not peace, on the shores of a new world. 

Pride of descent from these forceful fighting men is, 
however, somewhat diminished when we read that they 
burned innocent old women as witches, refused to let the 
Quakers live among them, and banished Roger Williams 
because he was too liberal and treated the Indians too 
kindly. The Puritans of the Independent telephone busi- 
ness will never pass from our memory, and if today they 
are a less important factor, it is because the relentless 
march of time has brought new conditions which compel 
a revision of the old faith. 


BusINEss OutTLooK Was NEVER BETTER. 


The outlook for the telephone business generally, to my 
mind, was never better than today if all concerned will 
recognize that the law of evolution applies to it as to 
everything. else. The survival of the fittest does not 
mean the extinction of species. It is the survival of the 
individual who can best adjust the inner relations to outer 
conditions. The Bell assumed that nature made it the 
fittest, and therefore it would survive. Consequently they 
have been serving upon us a sort of writ of quo warranto 
to compel us to show by what right we existed. Our 
answer has been so complete, and the judgment of the 
court. of last resort—the telephone user—has been so 
decisive, that that form of practice has generally been 
abandoned. 

There is a change of sentiment and a recognition that 
war never really settles any issue, and that it is as foolish 
and as great an economic mistake to urge it in the busi- 
ness world as it is between nations. There are frequent 
appearances of a belief that somewhere there can be found 
certain well-defined spheres of operation in which both 
Independent and Bell companies may act without friction 
to the great advantage of both systems and with no 
detriment to the public. Whether this belief is general 
enough to bring results, remains yet to be seen. It is a 
“consummation devoutly to be wished.” 


APPROACHING AN ERA OF SECURITY. 


There are signs of the dawning of a new era where ar- 
rogance born of centralized capital and management and 
destructive competition, will no longer prevail in the tele- 
phone business, but rather intelligent co-operation under 
some form of governmental supervision, giving permanent 
security and adequate returns to those in the business and 
full protection to the public. Uncertainty has injured the 
telephone business more than any other element. Invest- 
ors have been slow about taking our securities because they 
believed that both Bell and Independent companies were 
being run on the Central American plan. 

We are told that, in those countries, there is a climate 
and soil that will insure marvelous returns on investments, 
but capital can not be procured for the reason that no one 
knows what moment an insurrection will break out, de- 
stroying plantations and bringing financial ruin. I admit 
we have no Hague éribunal with powers to stop the war 
nor prevent the losses thereby, and until we do, while 
speaking softly, it is just as well to carry a big stick until 
such time as “reason” places the telephone business on the 
same plane with common carriers. 

But if we could eliminate the possibility of war and its 
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attendant losses, all telephone securities would be regard- 
ed as gilt-edged because there is an inherent stability in 
telephone securities possessed by no other public service 
corporation. The service is in more general use and the 
depreciation less. Steam and electric railroads are fre- 
quently called upon to respond in damages in sums reach- 
ing in the aggregate hundreds of thousands of dollars on 
account of a single accident, while the loss to an operating 
telephone company from accidents is trivial. Remove un- 
certainty and enter the, as yet, virgin field of by-products, 
and the progress of telephony would astonish the world. 


AttTitupE Towarp Pusriic ContTRoL. 

Apropos of present conditions, I beg leave to call your 
attention to a statement I made a year ago, that Independ- 
ent telephone men should be at the front in all movements 
having for their objects the bettering of political, civic and 
economical conditions, locally or in the state or nation. 
There is no one movement of more direct importance to 
us than the rational control of all public utilities by law. 
We must recognize that the telephone company is peculiar 
in this, while affected by ordinary business policies, a new 
element must be taken into consideration—the rights which 
the public has in our business. And whether we wish them 
or not, laws are to be passed and enforced in a way that 
will affect us directly and perhaps tremendously, especially 
as to all forms of discrimination either as to communities 
or individuals. The past year has strengthened that opin- 
ion. 

The purpose of the people to insist that corporate powers 
shall be curbed and methods supervised, is not confined to 
one section, but is so nation-wide .that it might well be 
described as an awakening of the public conscience. It is 
seen, not only in the strengthening of the Sherman Act and 
the more frequent application of its power, but in the de- 
termination in many influential quarters to repeal this law 
because the act is not suited to present conditions. 


Many Independent men are asserting that all we need 
is an application of the Sherman law in the belief that it 
is a shield of defense to us and a sword of offense to our 
competitor. Whether that is a correct view of the law 
or not, as indicated, we have no assurance that it will re- 
main. As Independents, while re-asserting that any busi- 
ness that will not bear the light of an honest investigation 
by constituted authority is one that should not be con- 
tinued, we must remember that it is not safe to assume that 
any particular statute, state or national, will put our busi- 
ness on a solid foundation and destroy that of our com- 
petitor. 


Monopo.ty NEITHER PossisLE Nor DESIRABLE. 


The present more or less unsettled business and legal 
conditions are the result of the re-adjustment of both 
political and economic affairs. There has_ been 
from the experience of the last forty years—years of mar- 
velous industrial deveiopment—a fixed determination to 
correct evils which have produced an unfair distribution of 
wealth and the things obtained therefrom. But he mistakes 
that determination who thinks the time is ripe for an eco- 
nomic French revolution that shall destroy root and branch, 
the important factors which have produced that wonderful 
development. 


evolved 


Regulation and not destruction will be the result of the 
sober second thought of the people. And this regulation 
will assume as a basic principle that there is no single 
field of human endeavor in which absolute monopoly is 
either possible or desirable. It will also assume that size 


is not necessarily an important element in success because 
practical experience has demonstrated beyond question, 
with fair competition, there are certain limits or fields in 
which the small concern can always best the larger. On 
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the contrary, the courts have never held that the normal 
growth of business, however great, involves any injury to 
the public, but size, as the result of coercive, fraudulent and 
unfair methods towards the consumer or a competitor, is 
unlawful. These and many other well-known business 
principles will have much force in shaping the law. 

As men operating one of the most important public utili- 
ties, we are tremendously interested in the rational control 
of the same by law. That we may exert a powerful influ- 
ence in forming such laws, requires only calm, intelligent, 
fair and determined work on our part. It is well to recall 
some of the more important principles ultimately involved 
in this work: First, that no legislation approaching con- 
fiscation has stood the test of courts. Second, that a law 
too drastic may hurt as well as help us. That we should 
not rely on any particular statute. 

Independent telephone men have been firm and even 
enthusiastic believers in a very old doctrine descended to 
us from the common Jaw, which, in the last few years, has 
come into prominence by being enacted into statutes or 
enforced by the courts in cases of wide publicity. That is, 
that there is power to suppress monopoly and restore com- 
petition. But many of us have been slow to see that the 
recognition of that power compels us to acknowledge 
that the same power may be as well invoked to suppress as 
completely and as quickly evi]s growing out of unrestricted 
competition. The courts are beginning to call the atten- 
tion of the people to this fact. 


SUPPRESSION OF UNFAIR COMPETITIVE TACTICS. 


The Supreme Court of Kansas in deciding a case a short 
time ago, said: 

The power to suppress monopoly and restore com- 
petition has never been doubted. If the results of un- 
restricted competition become as pernicious as those 
of monopoly, the same suppressing power may be ex- 
ercised to the same end—the public welfare. 

And the court exercised that power. 

The object in invoking the law against a competitor is to 
make them cease unfair competition. If that result can be 
obtained by business negotiations, it is well to ‘go a little 
slow in appealing to courts or legislation, beyond fair reg- 
ulation, because once having awakened that power, under 
the plea that the public welfare demands it, its hand may 
fall as heavily upon those who demand unrestricted com- 
petition as those advocating natural monopoly. There is 
no business more vitally concerned in demanding con- 
structive legislation instead of indiscriminate attacks upon 
capital, than is Independent telephony. , 

Indignation caused by some real injury done by the 
methods of some of the more powerful corporations has 
frequently caused the people to go to an unfair extent in 
dealing with all corporations. The cause and result of such 
a condition is well stated in a recent editorial in a very 
influential journal, the Chicago Tribune, which 
says: 

While radical leaders are hurling imprecations at 
the heads of capitalists, calling for government own- 
ership of public service corporations, and confisca- 
tion of much private property, the opposite wing is 
standing pat, conceding nothing, and urging as the 
sole reason for its maintenance in power and pros- 
perity the incendiary radicalism of its loud-mouthed 
opponents. 

This marked position of refusal to reform cannot 
be maintained and if persisted in will compel the 
very radical measures that thoughtful people in all 
stations of life hesitate to adopt. For all the evils 
of government ownership grow less upon each suc- 
ceeding revelation of corruption and oppression by 
private ownership. 

I take it for granted few thoughtful telephone men would 
favor government ownership. Experiments in this direction 
have not been favorable to this plan. The experience in 
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Manitoba in the operation by the government showed a 
loss in one year of $150,000. I grant you this is not con- 
clusive for several reasons. We do not know what pro- 
portion the amount paid for the property taken over bears 
to its real value, or the condition of the property or many 
other things bearing upon cost of operation. Moreover, 
it has not been tried long enough to form any definite con- 
clusion. 
No Catt FoR GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP. 


In any event, there is no call for government owner- 
ship if we have properly regulated and controlled public 
service corporations. We may safely assume that what- 
ever may have been the attitude of the courts in the past, 
they will now construe the law to prevent any corporation, 
however large, from crushing out a competitor. If we 
move along purely commercial and operating lines, a satis- 
factory readjustment of the entire business of furnishing 
communication by wire and making it subservient to the 
same principles which control all other business, can be 
accomplished by the union of three things: 

First, protecting the public by compelling all to submit 
to some fair form of governmental regulation, with power 
to prevent discrimination between individuals and locali- 
ties and unfair competition, and having supervision over 
rates and character of service. 

Second, a broader view and a more business-like atti- 
tude on the part of the Independents. 

Third, a complete abandonment of all attempts on the 
part of the opposition to put into practical operation that 
most impractical dream of an universal monopoly of wire 
communication or any branch thereof. 

The light of common sense thrown on this chimera 
clearly reveals to all thinking men not so blinded by preju- 
dice or ambition that they cannot see, the impossibility 
of the consummation of such a plan. Size alone would 
cause such a system to fall of its own weight and experi- 
ence furnishes unanswerable financial and operating rea- 
sons against it. I firmly believe that we see the dawning 
of the new era of which I have spoken wherein increased 
prosperity, more secure investment and improved operat- 
ing conditions will be made manifest. 


READJUSTMENT OF CONDITIONS IN PROGRESS. 


We have not reached the limit of our development. 
There are more things and greater things to be accom- 
plished by the Independents in the telephone line than 
ever before. We shall want unlimited capital to do that 
work. And I regard it as a hopeful sign of the times that 
even those whose duty compels them to prosecute large 
financial concerns are advocating regulation rather than 
destruction. 

The attorney general in his annual report to Congress 
recommends a closer relation between the Department of 
Commerce, the Bureau of Corporations and the Depart- 
ment of Justice, to the end that it could be called upon 
officially to make investigation and report conclusions, not 
only for the disintegration of monopolistic combinations, 
but as a nucleus for an Administrative Board under whose 
supervision consolidations or mergers for lawful purposes 
might be formed. These recommendations may not be 
followed, but they, with numerous similar’ expressions 
from thoughtful men, of great ability, show the trend of 
the times. 

This recommendation of the attorney general is no more 
an evidence of the rapidity of the change that is taking 
place in matters relating to our business than the post- 
master general favoring the government taking control of 
the telegraph lines of the country and making them a part 
of the postal system. 

Such action would be fraught with tremendous conse- 
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quences to the telephone business. The advantages to be 
gained by Independents in having this means of wire com- 
munication a part of the government postal system, open 
to all on equal terms and at fair rates. is apparent to us 
all. The importance of trying to secure this link that shall 
bind us together to the uttermost part of the nation and 
still preserve the principle of home rule for local tele- 
phone companies, deserves our most careful attention. 

Whether we are in accord with these views or not we 
must awake to new and all-powerful conditions, the result 
of readjustment of both political and economic affairs. We 
are no more immune from the law of evolution than any 
thing else in this world. Herbert Spencer says that life 
is a continuous adjustment of inner relations to outer rela- 
tions. The survival of the fittest means only the survival 
of those living creatures in whom the adjustment of inner 
relations to outer relations has been most successful. To 
make a successful readjustment it may be necessary to dis- 
card some old ideas which we have consistently followed 
for years, but we should be willing to do this if change is 
réquired to meet new conditions. 


Favor ENACTMENT OF WISE REGULATIVE LAWS. 


We fear neither honest governmental investigation nor 
wise regulation, and our traditions, our history, and our 
business irresistibly urge us to let the people of every 
state and the nation know that there is at least one public 
utility which favors a fair and reasonable regulation and 
supervision of public service corporations. 

I recommend that we take a decided stand urging Con- 
gress to pass the necessary amendments to the Interstate 
Commerce Act, and in favor of the enactment of strong 
public utility laws in each state. It looks as if we would 
have to act rather promptly to get ahead of our competitor 
along these lines. A year ago I urged similar action upon the 
convention, but little dreamed that the succeeding twelve 
months would see, notwithstanding the opposition of local 
officials of subsidiary companies, leading Bell officials ad- 
vocating the same thing. 


It is apparent to all thoughtful telephone men that, while 
they differ in many respects, if the method of regulated 
competition, under the law, works well as to national 
banks and can be successfully followed by public carriers, 
it may be as well applied to those engaged in furnishing 
communication by wire. Taking the whole situation, oper- 
ating, financial, legislative and legal, if we Independents 
are wise enough to grasp new and existing conditions and 
go forward with our eyes open, discarding all prejudice and 
acting with intelligence, courage and business acumen, the 
future for Independent operating companies and for manu- 
facturers of telephone apparatus looks bright indeed. 


FuTuRE oF NATIONAL ASSOCIATION. 


What is the outlook for this organization? If it be 
what its name implies, it must be national in its character 
and cannot be expected to act in any particular case in a 
way that violates the principle of “the greatest good to the 
greatest number.” So large a percentage of the telephone 
business is local in its character that operating conditions 
and legislative problems must be largely handled by state 
organizations. 


We telephone men seem to differ from those engaged in 
many other lines of business. The druggist who belongs 
to the national association does not expect to increase his 
sales thereby; the lawyer does not think that more legal 
business will be brought to him in his home town because 
he has a membership in the American Bar Association. 
Here it is different. Too often the national association is 
not regarded as a success by the manufacturer unless he 
can trace an increase of sales to it; by the dealer, unless 
it has enabled him to sell an additional number of pounds 
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of wire; and by the local operator, unless it has enabled 
his company to pay increased dividends. The real func- 
tions of a national association are so completely lost sight 
of that if some of us are still optimists, it is because we 
have the power described by Thaddeus S. Lane, of being 
able to make lemonade out of the lemons handed us. 

The board of directors elected a year ago, upon or- 
ganization, determined upon the method of having month- 
ly meetings of the board at which the plans and policies 
and the course to be followed upon all 
decided, and the officers were expected 
into effect as nearly as could be done. 
was financed so modestly that the ut- 


of the association 
matters should be 
to carry the same 

The association 
most economy was necessary, and we have kept our ex- 
penditures within the amount subscribed. If the work of 
the association has not arisen to the expectation of some, 
the blame should be placed equally upon the shoulders of 
the seventeen members of the board of directors and not 
upon the officers. And, on the contrary, whatever has 
been done to benefit those engaged in the Independent 
telephone business, has been done by direction of the board 
of directors. 

RECOGNITION OF STANDING OF INDEPENDENT INDUSTRY. 

The past year, to my mind, has been a very marked one 
in many ways. It has brought to Independent telephone 
men a recognition, a standing and a dignity, never before 
enjoyed. Great financiers and even those controlling our 
competitor, now acknowledge that Independent telephone 
properties are managed and controlled by those well 
equipped in every department of the work by business men 
of ability, honesty and courage, and that we are not an ir- 
responsible band of financial buccaneers sailing under the 
black flag of piracy. 

One department of the government solicited this asso- 
ciation to appoint a committee to criticise a tentative plan 
of accounting for telephone companies doing an interstate 
business. Such committee was appointed and met with C. 
A. Lutz, chief examiner of accounts for the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission and three of his associates, at the office of 
the association. 

This committee was composed of men of such ability, so 
well equipped to handle every department of telephone ac- 
counting and were able to state their views so clearly and 
so convincingly, that half a day’s informal discussion re- 
sulted in the Interstate Commerce Commission discarding 
the tentative plan, revoking the order for putting in a sys- 
tem of accounting January 1, 1912, with the understanding 
that with the assistance of our committee and others, the 
authorities would work out a satisfactory system by mid- 
summer. This recognition by the government at Wash- 
ington of our importance and ability in our line of work, is 
of vast benefit to every Independent telephone company, is 
not only most flattering to us all, but a service more im- 
portant to telephone men has not been performed in any 
previous twelve months of the history of the national asso- 
ciation. 

Again, the past year has seen an abandonment on the 
part of the American Telephone & Telegraph Co., as ex- 
pressed in Mr. Vail’s letter to his subsidiary companies, 
of the policy of cutting off Independent toll connections 
on the purchase of Independent plants. He asserts that all 
connections will be continued irrespective of the kind of 
apparatus used by the connecting company. That policy, if 
carried out, sets at rest the fears of many Independents 
that their toll business would be destroyed by the sale of 
a connecting Independent company to the Bell. 

The past year does not mark the beginning of the end 
of Independent telephony. Nor has it decreased the bene- 
fits to be conferred upon those engaged in the operation of 
Independent telephone properties, from a strong fair na- 
tional association conducted along practical constructive 
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lines for the advantage of all its members. Of course such 
an association owes no duty to those not members and 
It is not my province to dictate the 


make some 


who do not support it. 
character of such an association but | 
suggestions that occur to me in reference to the same. 

If the association is to be effective it should be com- 
posed only of those who have faith in each other. There 
is nothing so destructive to a common cause as a suspicion 
of the motives of co-workers. It adds nothing to our 
fealty to question the good faith of those who may differ 
from us as to details. Loyalty is not to be measured by 
the amount of vituperation that can be heaped upon a com- 
Your ability to neatly skin the other fellow does 
The 


tongue frequently works rapidly in the most spineless crea- 


may 


petitor. 
not necessarily prove your own backbone is all right. 


tures. 

There is no place in the affairs of mankind where char- 
ity can be used to a greater advantage than in the Inde- 
pendent telephone business, for the reason that very few of 
the men whose ability, energy, courage and success have 
placed them in the forefront of the Independent world, ac 
tually control the stock of the companies with which they 
are connected. How many of you do? 

Pathetic incidents of this fact 
few years ago a very prominent man from Iowa was ren- 
dering most effective service in the national convention on 
a day when a majority of his stockholders at home were 
selling out to the Bell. In another case the president of 
this organization bowed his head in shame and resigned be 
cause a majority of his stockholders, over his protest, fixed 
up a deal with the Bell. 


are known to us all. A 


Let us believe in each other and work shoulder to 
shoulder until powers we cannot control force us out of 
the ranks. We should not let vanity born of success— 
and some Independents have made wonderful success 
—make us heedless of those whose success has not been so 


marked owing to different environments. 


Tue EFrect oF ENVIRON MENT. 
Many of us have, and have had from the start, strong 
Statutes in some 
Public sen- 


Some have had none. 
In others, none. 


Bell opposition. 
states have given protection. 
timent in some localities has strongly favored competition; 
in others, the opinion is pronounced in favor of a single 
rather than a dual system. These differences must be rec- 
ognized in forming or continuing a national organization. 

We ought to have an association, non-partisan and per- 
manent, composed of men engaged in the Independent tele- 
phone business, who can under all circumstances work to- 
gether. This association should have frequent meetings, 
addressed by those having technical knowledge and who 
have made special investigations of numerous operating 
conditions, and who could bring experts in framing legisla- 
tion and in the administration of law, to address us, with 
papers by economists and trained accountants and _finan- 
ciers, and last, but most important, a frank round table 
discussion of all practical questions connected with the 
business. The more or less irregular meetings of the 
board of directors during the past year have convinced me 
of the great value of such meetings. 

The organization should be co-operative so far as its 
functions will permit. It is not necessary to eliminate all 
sentiment, but sentimentality cannot be the controlling fac- 
tor in an effective national association. It must be com- 
posed of level-headed, well-balanced men, believing in each 
other if it is to be an efficient, intelligent national unit. If 
we can continue or form such an organization on either of 
the two methods suggested, the outlook is rosy indeed. If 
we can not, it is well to follow the example of the Stand- 
ard Oil Co. and the Tobacco trust and return to our orig- 
inal elements. 




















The Future of the Telephone 
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Government Ownership Remote—Penalties of Reckless Franchise Giving — Potentiality of Municipal Competition 


By J. C. Kelsey 


The gift of prophecy died within the human breast several 
thousand years ago. The best the normal human being can 
do is to call attention to the signs of the times and predi- 
cate from them. 

We are vastly familiar with the past, and are reasonably 
hopeful for the future. 

Optimism is a prevailing American trait. Pessimism has 
its uses, but principally for hind-sight purposes. 

Pessimism can only say, “I told you so,” but optimism 
speaks with courage, enthusiasm and hope. 





We have seen a great change in corporate attitude toward 
the public. We have seen Standard Oil rebuked. 

Marcus A. Hanna would be just as much surprised at the 
sight of gigantic trade combinations in the posture of appeal 
before our Supreme Court as George Washington would be 
at beholding our telephone, telegraph, locomotive and aero- 
plane. And the difference in years is greatly marked, too. 

George Washington’s surprise would cover a span of 100 
years. Mark Hanna’s surprise would represent a period of 
from five to ten years. 


We are surely moving swiftly. But public awakening has 
arrived too late to find any profit or advantage. 

We have given away everything. Unlimited charters, 
franchises and water, timber, mineral and other public 
properties—gifts that put Coal-Oil Johnny to shame by 
their prodigality. 

About all we have left is the right to say how these pri- 
vate enterprises shall be conducted. 





Of course, any property could be condemned and _ sub- 
jected to public ownership, but such conditions are too 
drastic. Whatever is done must be accomplished peace- 
fully. 

Accordingly, our future lies between private and public 
ownership, with a probable choice of public control. 


Not long ago, the foreign relations committee of Congress 
were calmly informed that the reason that Niagara power was 
sold to the Ontario Hydro-Electric Commission at $9.40 
per horse-power, was because of government distribution 
in Canada. 

Further, the charge of $25 at Rochester by the same 
company was justified because of its lack of government 
aspect. 

What an admission! What a ridiculous condition! How 
long will American people delay when they learn that 
government distribution reduces prices by 60 per cent.? 


In spite of the knowledge of this resistless tide of public 
ownership sentiment, we have more examples of corpora- 
tion officials appearing to force the issue. 

If these officials do not believe in government or munici- 
pal ownership, there must be decided reform in their be- 
havior. It is really worth while to please the public. You 
try to please your employers. Big corporations should 
do likewise, if they wish to escape the penalty of dis- 
obedience and arrogance. 


Cleveland voted bonds for a municipal lighting plant— 
merely a rebuke to arrogance and privilege. 
Seattle will vote upon a municipal telephone system— 


also a rebuke. Detroit will have a municipal street rail- 
way—a typical rebuke, too. 
Postmaster General 


ownership of 


Hitchcock declares for government 
telegraphs. Your Minnesota convention 
added the long distance telephone to the telegraph. 

Surely the signs are plain, and conditions quite possible! 


Outside of our states, public ownership has not been a 
difficult transition. 

When England developed railways under private man- 
agement, it was easy for continental Europe to make it a 
public industry. 


Australia started public railway work by importing 
skilled men from English private management. Private 
sticcess in American trolley systems allowed England to 


easily start public trolley service, 

\merican telephone success gave the Canadian govern- 
ments their cue. Municipal telephone service in the United 
States can have the pick of brilliant men 
vately-owned telephone systems. 


from our pri 


That municipalities can succeed, there is no question in 
my mind. 

Those who are advocating public ownership of telegraph 
and telephone will find vested rights a big factor. 

If the terms of purchase are more or less a sacrifice for 
stockholders’ interests, or seem confiscatory, then private 
enterprise will be discouraged in other activities. 


Having been given unlimited charters and wide-open 
privileges, the promoters naturally have capitalized them. 
Naturally, peaceful means will necessitate a high pur- 
chase price. Ownerships have changed hands. 
purchasers must be protected. 
Accordingly, any transition to public ownership will cost 


the public the capitalized value of its earnings. 


Innocent 


You and I know that to purchase the telegraphs, with 
their obsolete methods and ancient property, on any such 
basis, would be a world-wide scandal. 

Germany bought control of her railways in the open 
market, but she was buying property. 

I'rance did better. By legislative act the government 
will take over all permanent railway property in 1959, 
without compensation. 

England will eventually buy her railways in the open 
market, but she will pay a terrible price. 





One very necessary thing in public ownership is the 
maturity of the devices in question. The telephone is by 
no means a matured device. We still have trouble in 
hearing our neighbors. 

The Bell company today is compelled, more or less, to 
stifle or control improvements. No one can blame it, 
either. 

Radical improvements and changes would embarrass it 
financially. 

Are we sure that under government ownership we would 
progress in the art? Could we depend upon it to en- 
courage improvements? 

The government would be even less inclined to make 
changes than the present getting-to-be unwieldy Bell cor- 
poration. 
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Another difficult side of government ownership would be 
the control of employes. We have no complaint to make 
on our mail clerks and carriers, and those who so far 
serve the public, but I fear the telephone will develop 
some temperamental complications, because of the extreme 
personality of the business. 


What are the general economic conditions of the tele- 
phone situation? 

You are unanimous for public ownership of bridges, 
roads and elementary education. You concede water serv- 
ice or postal matters or the parcels post. 

Many‘of you doubt the advisability of municipal electric 
or gas lighting plants, or street railways. And the most 
doubtful .classes of all are the steam railways, telegraph 
and telepHone. 


What constitutes monopoly, anyway? 

According to economics, a public service industry tends 
to. monopoly only when it is operated under conditions of 
increasing earnings. 

In other words, as the service extends the unit cost is 
decreased and the profits increase accordingly. 

That is monopoly’s only pretext for existence. 

If otherwise, monopolies would become unpopular and 
cease to exist. 


Economics further claims that, like the post office and 
telegraph, the telephone thrives best under monopoly con- 
ditions. That is to say, it is a natural monopoly. The 
service is. more useful if all-embracing and singly man- 
aged. 

Further, that the essence of effective service is to be able 
to talk to every subscriber. That competing telephones 
are a nuisance, elimination of competition accordingly 
inevitable, etc. 

This is the familiar argument of the Bell interests. 


Granting for the moment that these minor theories are 
correct, let us see how this works out financially—which 
is the major consideration. 

If the condition of increasing net earnings is the only 
justification for monopoly, then we know that the tele- 
phone is not a monopoly condition, because net earnings 
per telephone unit surely and certainly decrease with 
growth. This is a well-known and peculiar characteristic 
of telephone service. 

Therefore, any private combination that works along the 
theory of telephone monopoly is bound toward inevitable 
and utter ruin. This is proved by facts. 

Net Bell earnings at one time were $40 per station. To- 
day, each station nets about $10. 

As the list of subscribers increases from 4,000,000 to 
10,000,000 subscribers (which a real monopoly condition 
should embrace), somewhere along the line of this increase 
the cost of operating will equal the falling gross income, 
and net earnings will be but a memory. 

Cessation of dividends will occur first, and if extension 
of service is carried to saturation—inevitable will be the 
ruin. 

This applies to government as well as private enterprise. 

The government will be slow to embark in the state 
monopoly of an industry with not only vexing problems, 
but with great promises of financial loss as well. 


If the telephone were not such an important personal 
service equation, it would be comparatively easy to raise 
rates and prices, as the paper trust, food trust and other 
attempted monopolies have done. 
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But the people of this country are too well convinced 
that the telephone service should be cheap, and will resist 
any increase in the rates which would be of any advantage to 
monopolize conditions. 

Either public or private monopoly, if they carry on the 
telephone business to its proper saturation, must have 
relief in a much higher income. 


You can do better locally in the raising of your rates, 
than they can universally. This proves, at least to me, 
that Independent telephony is the logical beneficiary of 
this economic necessity. 

It is to the advantage of the Bell Telephone Co. today 
to make use of you as their logical ally. 

It is absolutely illogical for them to wish for your 
extinction—even the 2 per cent. which actually compete. 
But they cannot exist without your help. 


When you started in the telephone business, you builded 
better than you knew. 

Before the public awakening as to their rights, and be- 
fore they began studying the relation of the telephone to 
the Common Good, you gave them good and cheap tele- 
phone service. 

By your haste and courage you postponed quite mate- 
rially the day of state operation of telephones. You have 
satisfied the people. 

You gave to the world its most wonderful and success- 
ful industrial crusade, and you are entitled to enjoy the 
fruits of your activities as representatives of private own- 
ership. 


The apparently vexed conditions of telephone service 
today are caused by the American tendency to expand 
to large scale operations. 

The outcome of large scale operations is to get together. 
It is much easier to reconcile twelve or forty companies 
than 10,000. 








No one objects to this method of merging, if it com- 
plies with the law and if these mergers protect the prop- 
perties of outlying systems unwilling to’ lose their identity 
and likely to be injured by withdrawal of toll connections. 

The logical thing today is to merge—for the competing 
company which is losing money to withdraw from the 
field. 

We have several concrete examples. 
the present time,.is a good one. 


Indianapolis, at 


Merging is bound to do injury to some person or con- 
cern, because it is hard for the human breast to resist the 
impulses of fancied commetcial advantages. 

That person or concern is going to resent this treat- 
ment. He will invoke the municipality to protect him, 
and possibly compel it to compete. 

Municipal competition, accordingly, is a much greater 
potentiality than. government ownership. Economic con- 
siderations justify it. 

We can avoid municipal competition in our plants by 
attention to our duties as real telephone men. 


You have given the public some dangerous training— 
they know you can operate the telephone at moderate cost. 

You have raised a condition and not a theory, remem- 
ber. 

I believe municipal competition is purely voluntary on 
your part. 

Under the conditions, then, it strikes me that extreme 
public control of industrial interests will have to come 
first. Long years of public control must precede public 
ownership. 

















From Factory and Salesroom 


Wisconsin State Telephone Association, Madison, February 14, 15: Oklahoma Assn, Oklahoma 
City, February 13. 


Conventions : 


Cook Buys Another Line. 

Frank B. Cook has purchased from Paul S. Moon, trustee 
under the jurisdiction of the United States District Court, 
Western District of Michigan, Southern Division, for the 
American Electric Fuse Co., Muskegon, Mich., its entire tele- 
phone line, including protected and unprotected cable termi- 
nals, American double tube, single (junior) tube, split and 
combination wire connectors; 11 American types of distribut- 
ing frames and protectors, sub-station protectors, mica and 
tubular fuses, lightning arresters, etc., together with all patents, 
patent rights, licenses, etc., as well as good will. 

The statement that the Reliable Electric Co. had purchased 
this was made in error. 


oo 





Telephone Liability Insurance. 

The Utilities Indemnity Exchange is an organization of In- 
dependent telephone plants and other public utilities where- 
by it is declared, they carry their own liability insurance risks 
on a reciprocal basis, at actual cost of liquidating losses, with 
a fixed management expense of about one-half that of old line 
liability insurance companies. The members or subscribers 
pay deposit premiums based on pay roll expended at their 
plants and these funds are placed in the St. Louis Union 
Trust Co. under a depository agreement. These funds can 
only be paid out under certain stipulated conditions and are 
under the supervision and control of a committee of repre- 
sentative operators of plants which are members of the ex- 
change. 

After the losses are liquidated, the balance of the funds is 
returned to the members, thus affording them the protection 
against claims for personal injury at cost. 

The business is managed by the Utilities Service Co., St. 
Louis, Mo., whose president, Lynton T. Block, represented the 
organization at the National Independent Telephone Associa- 


tion’s meeting. 


Method of Applying Seamless Steel 


Tube for Reinforcing Partially 


189 


The plan of operation of this exchange received highly favor- 
able comment and should receive the consideration of the mem- 
bers of the Independent association. 





A New Device for Reinforcing Old Poles. 

An entirely novel device for reinforcing poles decayed 
at the ground line has just been placed on the market by 
the National Pole Socket Co., of Pittsburgh. It was shown 
at the convention this week, D. S. Patterson being in 
charge of the exhibit. This is in the form of a seamless 
steel tube made any size and approximately of the diam- 
eter of the pole. The tube is made of 3-16 to 1-4 in. steel, 
with a pressed in collar about 2 ft. from the top. The 
accompanying illustrations give a very clear idea of the 
manner in which it is used. This 45 ft. pole, with six 
cross arms, was reinforced in less than one hour, without 
disturbing the wires or interrupting the service. 

By the employment of a special jack the pole is sup- 
ported while it is being cut off at the ground. The pole 
is then shifted to one side, the old stump removed and the 
tube buried in its place. This tube may be filled with the 
soil itself, if the latter is of a dry, gravelly, or rocky qual- 
ity, or it may be filled with concrete. In either case the 
filling extends to about 1 ft. below ground line. Above 
this there is poured in grout, a thin mixture of cement, 
in which the pole sinks, going down about 2 in. below the 
collar. The pole remains the same length as it was be- 
fore being cut off to be put in the socket. 

When the pole is in position in the tube, the grout has 
been forced into all the chinks and crevices between the 
pole and the upper portion of the tube, where it solidifies, 
making the pole and the tube practically one piece. 

The tubes are made in various sizes, of which the one 
If the 
grout 


in diameter is the usual, or standard, size. 
than the tube, the 


12 in. 


pole butt is slightly smaller 





Decayed Poles. 
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cements it firmly to the latter; if larger, it must be ta- 
pered slightly to permit its insertion. The tubes are 
given a coal of asphaltum inside and out and should, it 
is claimed, resist the action of rust for a long time. 


. 
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Construction of Tube Pole Renewal. 


In a horizontal test conducted by the company a 27 ft. 
black oak pole was used. The pole was deflected 5 ft. 
at the far end and the tube at the ground line was de- 


flected 3-16 of an inch, after standing the strain of 1,575 


lbs., proving beyond all doubt the wonderful strength of 
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the steel socket. Immediately the pressure was relaxed’ 
the tube sprang back to its former shape and the pole 
was not loosened in the socket. 

The advantages of the National Pole Socket are briefly 
summarized by the manufacturers as follows: Cost of new 
poles and cross arms is saved; labor cost of placing cross 
arms, stringing wires, changing poles, heavy hauling, 
freight, etc.; saves old poles, too short to be re-set; saves 
a sound pole from deterioration; increases the life of poles 
indefinitely by use of new sockets; strengthens poles so 
that storms cannot uproot them; avoids disturbance of 
wires and interruption of service; involves no danger in 
A pole once set in a socket requires no further 


after years’ service, 


applying. 
attention 
is required. 


until a new socket, many 
The company is now prepared to supply the tubes in 
Correspondence should be directed to F. W. 
Patterson, National Pole Socket Co., Bldg., 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 


all sizes. 
Fitzsimmons 


Great Facilities of Crawford Cedar Co. 


The two illustrations shown on this and the opposite 





page give a fairly good panoramic view of the big yard of 
Menominee, Wis. Full justice 
which the 


the Crawford Cedar Co., at 
stretch of waterfront 
company that the photographs 


were taken in sections and the perspective is, therefore, 


is not done the immense 


occupies for the reason 
faulty in some respects. Enough is shown, however, to con- 
vince the reader of the great facilities which this company 
possesses in the matter of receiving, storing and shipping 
cedar poles and posts. 

\t the time these pictures 
tained 75,000 to 100,000 poles, 600,000 to 700,000 posts and 
short poles such as 14 ft. to 20 ft. In the water in the fore- 
rafts containing 12,000 
of the water space required to 


were taken the yard con- 


ground are three approximately 
This gives an idez 
handle a volume of material of 
extreme right is shown the barge “Albert Soper” just mak- 


ing into the dock with a load of poles and posts to be 


poles. 


this character. On the 


unloaded. 

The material is brought to the Menominee yard in two 
ways, by vessels and by rafts. All of the Cedar River 
material and that which is manufactured along the shores 
of Green Bay is put in booms and rafted, while the ma- 
terial purchased adjacent to the waters of Lake Michigan 
and Lake Huron are brought in by vessel. The photo- 
graphs show the booms tied to the spiles outside and sur- 
rounding the poles and the boom men working on the open- 


ing of the booms and forcing the poles into the main 





Panoramic View of Menominee Yard of Crawford Cedar Co., Showing Immense Stock 




















February 10, 1912. 


pockets, or sorting gaps, to make room for the vessel to 
get into the dock. 

The rafting material is put on the dock by machinery, 
that is to say, poles of 25 ft. and up are taken from the 
water by the traveling derrick and placed in their respec- 
tive piles; the posts and short poles are elevated on the 
docks by endless chain elevators and placed in their re- 
spective piles. 

The that its stocks of 
complete and that they are in a position at this location, 


company states poles are very 
Menominee, Mich., to make shipments without delay to the 
western, central and eastern territories via the Wisconsin 
& Michigan and Soo Line; via the C., M. & St. P. and the 
C. & N. W. railways into the western and southern ter- 
ritory; and via the Ann Arbor, Pere Marquette and Grand 
Trunk ferries into the central and eastern territory. Be- 
cause of the competition for the business the railroads fur- 


nish the company promptly with equipment. 








Universal Cable Grip Profit Sharing Plan. 


Last month TELEPnony printed an account of the plan of 
the Universal Cable Grip Co., Syracuse, N. Y., to award a 
10 per cent. bonus to its customers who chanced to order 
goods of that house on a cer- 
tain day in each 
exact day to be determined by 
lot toward the latter part of 
the month. The 


month, the 


announce- 
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on the theory that cheap goods of any kind never reflect 
credit on the manufacturer, neither do they give satisfac- 
tion to the user or dealer. Skill, art and a thorough knowl- 
edge of the conditions to which they are subjected, as well 
as quality of material, is required to produce high-grade 
goods, and such must always command a price over that 
of medium grades. Working along these lines, and with 
our years of practical experience in both the engineering 
and manufacturing field of the telephone industry, we may 
be pardoned our egotism when we say that our line is the 
best that money and material will make it. Good goods 
are a credit to the manufacturer, a pleasure to the user 
and profit to the dealer.” 

The catalog pages show all kinds of protective appara- 
from central main frames to the various out- 
side protectors and sub-station devices which are equally 
notable productions. The printed on heavy 
paper with every piece of apparatus the subject of a very 
clear illustration. 
in full. 


tus, office 
catalog is 


Prices and quantity discounts are given 





PARAGRAPHS. 
THE ELEcTROSE MANUFACTURING Co. which recently experi- 


enced a disastrous fire at its old quarters in Brooklyn, N. 


This is the Second Card of the piJAn Did you wnte your January order for | 
PROFIT-SHARING SERIES. > 
Watch that Spot! |] 


Universal Construction Tools and | 
Appliances on the profit-sharing day? | 








ment was made in connection 
with a calendar blotter which 





FEBRUARY, 1912 


the company issues monthly. 


pve ; SMTWTF S 
This blotter will hereafter oo ge eee a ae 
bear, in the red circle at its $$ 6  & oO BO 


top the winning day tor the 1) 12 13 14 «15 16 17 
previous month. For January, 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
E 25 26 27 28 29 

as shown by the accompany- 

ing reproduction of the Feb- 
ruary blotter, the lucky day 
was the eleventh. The idea is 
a novel one and, the company 
declares, “the only chance you take is on the 10 per cent. 
bonus, for the quality of the Universal products is un- 
equalled.” 














——__- —_q———___—_— 


Frank B. Cook Issues New Protector Catalog. 

A catalog which combines great practical utility for the 
telephone man with unusual merit from the printing and 
engraving standpoint, has just been issued by Frank B. 
Cook, Chicago. 

In the foreword Mr. Cook, over his own signature, says: 

“For the past 15 years we have devoted our efforts en- 
tirely to the production of a line of high-grade apparatus, 


UNIVERSAL CABLE GRIP CO., 





I 


@ The only chance you take is on the 10% BONUS, for the QUALITY | 
of the UNIVERSAL PRODUCTS is unequaled. 
THE UNIVERSAL ANCHOR HEAD 
A new and simplified form of earth anchor, intended for 


use with your standard Anchor Guy Rod. 


It forms a 
driving point for the rod and becomes a slug when dnven | 


to the required depth in the ground 
Durable 


207 E. JEFFERSON ST.. SYRACUSE. N. Y. 


Simple Strong 


A Novel Advertising Device for Boosting Cable Grip Business. 


Y., has just leased spacious new quarters in the Robert 
Gair Building, Brooklyn, where its facilities will be in- 
creased fully 59 per cent. This new structure is one of the 
finest fireproof buildings in the world, and will obviate all 
fear of future fires so far as the Electrose Manufacturing 
Co. is concerned. 

CLay Propucts Co., Brazil, Ind., is distributing among 
telephone men a carefully prepared book of %5 pages de- 
scribing the production of high grade tile conduit of single 
and multiple duct types, and its use in telephone construction. 
A valuable feature of the book is a six-page section on qual- 





of Cedar Products, Including Nearly 





High Grade Telephone Poles of All! Sizes. 
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ity hints for engineers and inspectors. Other pages are de- 
voted to specifications for conduit, estimates of cost, etc. 
The illustrations have been carefully chosen and are represen- 
tative of good practice for various classes of work and under 
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A CcnTRACT FOR THE NEW SWITCHBOARD and all acces- 
sories for the new Louisville branch exchange has been 
made with the Stromberg-Carlson Telephone Mfg. Co., of 
Rochester, N. Y. The board will have an ultimate ca- 





different conditions. pacity of 7,200 lines with a present capacity of 2,500. 
Copies of the book may be obtained by managers, engineers 
and construction superintendents of telephone companies with- Johns-Manville Sole Selling Agents for Frink Specialties. 





out charge. The H. W. Johns-Manville Co. has acquired the sole sell- 
ns eeaeE ing agency for the entire products of I. P: Frink. 

Alfred M. Moore, Philadelphia, has issued the second “Frink” reflectors’.and fixtures need no introduction to 

of an interesting series of folders, with which is com- the iighting trade and consumers throughout the country, 


bined a private post card asking for information regard- 
ing the Moore products. This card shows an extremely 
attractive girl in winter costume, on snow shoes, and in 
the act of hurling a large, but innocuous looking snow 
ball. The design is in colors, partly outlined by the trim- 
ming of the card, and is emphasized by the words “Catch 


and this arrangement means that the H. W. Johns-Man- 
ville Co. will be in position to design and sell lighting sys- 
tems for every known form of artificial illumination. Ar 
engineering department will be maintained along very ex- 
tensive lines, maintaining a corps of engineers throughout 
the United States and Canada. 





me!’ in prominent type display. The folder is devoted © 
to a list of the Moore goods, cable being particularly A New Orr Reinforcing Booklet. 
prominent on this occasion. W. A. McCombs, sales manager of the Pittsburgh Re- 


inforcing Pole Co., has taken advantage of the extensive 
interest that telephone men are showing in the Orr rein- 
forcement and has prepared one of the most practical fold- 
ers that has been brought to: TrELErHony’s attention for 
some time. This folder: is fully descriptive of the Orr 
process. Every detail of the reinforcement is boiled down 
so that the telephone man can thoroughly read the folder 
in a few minutes and get a good idea of the method of 
making the Orr reinforcement and its numerous advan- 
tages. 

We reproduce the cover page 


THE RomME Wire Co. Rome, N. Y., has issued its February 
calendar. This is in the form of a private mailing card, 
bearing on its face an announcement as to its products, 
and on the back a reproduction of a lusty youngster with 
a basket of apples. 


RoME WIrrE Co., Rome, N. Y: has issued in the form of a 
four-page folder an up-to-date copy of its valuable table, giv- 
ing monthly averages of copper prices from 1883 to 1912. 


Space is left in each column for filling in the averages dur- which shows a cross sec- 





ing the current year. tion of the Orr reinforcement. Effectively drawn in the 
MONTHLY AVERAGE OF COPPER PRICES 1883-1912 
As Distributed by Rome Wire Co., Rome, N. Y. 
. , Yearly 

Jan Feb. March April May June July Aug Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Average 

Cts. Cts. Cts. Cts. Cts. Cts. Cts. Cts. Cte. Cts. Cts. - ‘ts. Dollars 
1883.... 15% 15% 15% 154 15 
1884....15 15 15 15 14% 14% 14% 14 13% 13% 13 11% 14031 
1885....11% 11% 11 11 11% 11% 11% 11% 11% 11 11 11% 11166 
1886....11% 11y% 11% 11% 10% 10% 10% 103% 1034 113% 2 12 111458 
1887....115% 11 1034 10% 10 10 1054 1034 10% 10% 125% 17 .11323 
1888....16%4 163% 16 16% 165% 16% 16% 1634 17% 17% 17% 171 16781 
1889....17% 1634 16% 16% 12% 12% 12 12 11% 11 12% 1444 .137395 
1890....14% 14% 1414 1414 15 16% 17 17 17 17 17 16 .15812 
1691....15 15 14 14 1314 13 13 123% 12% 1214 11! 11 .13093 
1002... .11 1034 11% 11% 12 12 1134 115% 11% 1134 2 12% 11625 
1893....12% 12 11% 11% 11 10% 103% 934 934 934 10 103% 10781 
1894....10 934 934 914 93% 9Y 91% 91% 94 934 914 97% 095416 
1895....10 97% 95% 95% 101% 1034 11% 12 12 12 11yY% 1034 10812 
1896....10 1034 11 107% 11% 115% 11% 11 1034 1034 11% 133% 10979 
1897....11% 12 4 11% 11 11% 11% 11% 114% 11% 10% 11 .11333 
1898....11% 113% 2 12 12 11% 11% 12 12% 12% 12% 13 .12062 
1899... .15 18 18 183% 184 18% 18% 184 184 18 1744 1634 17802 
1900....16% 1614 165% 17 1634 1614 16% 165% 16% 1634 16% 17 16656 
1901....16% 17 17 17 17 17 17 1634 1634 1634 1634 147% 16729 
1902....115% 1234 123% 12% 123% 12% 12% 12 12 11% 1134 1134 .12135 
1903....12% 13% 143% 154% 15 14% 1334 135% 135% 133% 1314 12% 13791 
1904... .1234 12% 1234 133% 1344 123% 1234 123% 1234 133% 13% 15% 1325 
1905....15% 1514 15% 153% 154 15% 15% 16 1634 1654 17% 19 .16093 
1906. ...1834 18% 185% 1834 18% 18% 18% 187% 1914 22 2234 2214 .19812 
1907....25% 2534 26 26 26 26 23 18% 16% 1334 135% 1334 B1177 
1908....14 131% 13 13 13 13 13 1334 13% 1334 14% 14! 1354 
1909....143%% 134% 12% 13 13% 13% 13% 1314 13% 13% 135% 1334 1342 
1910....13% 13% 1334 13% 13 12% 12% 1234 1234 12% .13 13 13135 
1911... .12% 1234 12% 12% 12% 125% 12% 1234 125% 12% 127% 13% 1275 
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background is a view of the completed joint. The sim- 
plicity, economy and strength of the Orr reinforcement is 
clearly shown. The folder also tells of the new Orr ad- 
visory service which is for the aid of every telephone com- 
pany concerned with the renewal of decayed poles. 

The new reduced prices with 


are given together 





Cover of New Orr Booklet. 


other details of the proposition. An investigation of the 
Orr process would be very much to the advantage of 
many in the telephone field and as this new folder is a 
concise, interesting description of the Orr pole reinforcing 
process, it will prove very profitable reading. 

Copies of the folder will be sent on request to the main 
office of the Pittsburgh Reinforcing Pole Co., 435 Sixth 
avenue, Pittsburgh, Pa. 





Wrigley Toggle Bolts. 

Figure 1 shows the method of inserting a Wrigley toggle 
bolt and Fig. 2 the bolt after it has been installed. The ‘llus- 
trations clearly show the simplicity of installing these toggle 
bolts. They are especially useful for fastening telephone boxes, 
or wherever secure attachments are desired. 

They can be fastened in hollow tiling, marble slabs, steel 
ceilings, plastered walls, and where screws or nails fail to hold. 

The Thomas Wrigley Co., Chicago, the manufacturers, ad- 
vise that they are the only pivoted, double-flanged bolts on the 
market, covered by patents. They are made in various styles 
to suit different classes of work. The 3/16 in. size can be 
pushed through a 3-in. hole and instantly anchored. Turning 
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it half way around will relieve it so it can be immediately 
withdrawn. 
The trunnion nut steel toggle bolt differs from the plain 







MUI 








MU Ce 





Wriggley Toggle Bolt, as Passed Through Wall. 


toggle bolt in that it screws clear through the toggle key or 
plate the full length and has a hexagonal or a round screw- 
driver nut, flat or cone shape, which can be taken out after 
the bolt is inserted, to place on the fixture. 














Wriggley Bolt in Holding Position 


The company states that it will be glad to receive inquiries 
for samples and literature from interested parties. 


A First Class Ground Clamp. 

The illustrations here presented are so remarkably clear 
that little descriptive matter need accompany them to give 
a complete idea of the advantages of the Diamond ground 
clamp, a specialty which has been brought out by the Dia- 
mond Expansion Bolt Co., manufacturers of the “Long 
Saut” cable clamps, Diamond expansion bolts, Empire 
conduit rods, etc. 

In a booklet describing the new clamp, the company 
says: 

First Operation: Clean the pipe before attaching to in- 
sure a perfect ground. 

The clamps are furnished with strap fastened at one 
side. Draw the opposite telescoping side out as far as 
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it will go, bring band around pipe and insert it through 
hole in opposite side. 


Second Operation: Grab the loose end of the strap 





Applying Clamp to Pipe. 


with pliers, turn the square nut on a few. threads and pull 
tightly on the strap. The clamp is now on as tight as 
the average ground clamp can be fastened. 

Positive Take-up: After the slack has been taken out 
of the band as shown in operation 2, and the band drawn 
tight, bend down its end holding it in that position and 
draw the telescoping sides together by means of the brass 


=, 
MS 





Second Operation, Drawing in Strap. 


stove bolt running through them. The square nut at one 
end bears down upon the strap as it passes through the 
opening in the clamp, and prevents slipping. 

This gives a variable take-up and can be drawn ex- 
tremely tight so as to insure the clamp against becoming 
detached in service. 
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A small brass hexagon nut and washer is provided for 
attaching to the end of this bolt the copper wire that is 
to be grounded. 





New Central Office Being Installed at Knoxville. 

The People’s Telephone & Telegraph Co., Knoxville, 
Tenn., on Jan. 1, 1912, sent to its subscribers the following 
letter: 

“We wish to announce that,we will begin the installation 
of a modern central energy system at once; also that we 
will install in connection with this central energy system 
an automatic call distributing system, which will enable us 
to give the finest service obtainable. 





Applying Final Tension. 


“The automatic call distributing central energy system 
is the most modern system in existence, and by means of 
this system each call is automatically distributed to the 
first idle operator, giving each operator an equal amount 
of work to do, and preventing operators from being inter- 
rupted by new calls while answering other calls; this will 
relieve the nervous strain during the rush hours, and enable 
the operators to give more efficient service. 

“It is the policy of this company to render the best 
possible service at a reasonable. rate, and although the 
installation of this system will require the expenditure of 
several thousand dollars, no increase in rates will be made 
—this modern service will be given at the rates now pre- 
vailing.” 

The Knoxville company has long occupied a favorable 
position in the Independent telephone field, and stands 
high in the estimation of the public in the city which its 
service has done so much to build up. 


Automatic Electric Ohio Representative. 
Seymour Hirsch is now representing the Automatic Elec- 
tric Co., of Chicago, in Ohio, with headquarters at Toledo. 
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Mr. Hirsch has been actively engaged in the supply business 
for some years, having covered Ohio for the Nagel company, 
-of Toledo. He has been connected for several years with the 
Automatic Electric Co. The business of the company which 
has developed in Ohio has made it necessary that the com- 
;pany have some direct representation in that state. Mr. Hirsch 

















Seymour Hirsh. 


will carry a stock in Toledo, making shipments from there 
and covering the state thoroughly, giving his personal atten- 
tion to all the company’s customers. 





North Electric Secures Conneaut Contract. 

The North Electric Co., Cleveland, Ohio, closed a con- 
tract this week with the Conneaut (Ohio) Telephone Co. 
for the installation of complete Automanual equipment. 
The work is to be commenced as soon as possible and is 
to be completed within six months. 

The new apparatus will displace a North manual board 
which has been in service but five years and which is in 
practically perfect condition. The adoption of the Auto- 
manual equipment followed a rigid investigation of its 
merits. The management of the Conneaut company states 
that it finally settled upon the Automanual because of its 
“demonstrated economy.” 

It is estimated that the actual saving to be effected by the 
new system will be sufficient to care for the annual interest 





Automanual Switches and Operators’ Desks, Greensburg, Ind. 


on the new investment and will cancel the principal itself 
within eight years. It is stated by the manufacturers that 
the usual economies effected by the Automanual are even 
more apparent.in Ohio, where the labor law limits the 
‘hours of woman’s work to nine hours a day—a fifty-six hour 
week. 

The 10,000 line type of apparatus will be installed at Con- 
meaut, the initial capacity being 800 lines. This includes 
eight standard 100-line apparatus bays, desks and terminal 
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and power equipment complete for a capacity of 1,000 lines. 
The work also includes cabling the runways. 

The situation of the Conneaut Telephone Co. is most 
gratifying. In a town of about 9,000 people it now has 
in operation 2,013 stations, an average of one telephone 
for every four and a half people. The Bell has about 500 
stations in the same field. The Conneaut company’s party 
line development gives an average of about two and a half 
subscribers per line. It is now handling approximately 
13,000 calls a day, a high figure for an exchange of its 
capacity. : 

A. J. Packer is president of the Conneaut company and 





vy¥v\ 
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Power Controlling Equipment at Greensburg. 
M. Goebricher is secretary and general The 
North Electric Co. was represented in the transaction by 
J. G. Mitchell, its chief engineer. 


manager. 





Northfield, Minnesota, Company Reports. 

At the annual meeting of the Northfield (Minn.) Tele- 
phone Co. the reports showed 115 miles of pole line in 
operation, 502 miles of wire, 845 feet of cable and 304 tele- 
The latter figure compares with 267 telephones a 
forty-four during the 


phones. 
year ago, recording a net gain of 
year. 

The following directors were elected: Frank Harkness, 
D. D. Turner, H. F.C. Albers, A. T. Withers, J. M. Jack, 
A. E. Cleland, H.-C. Senn, and E. Officers 
were elected as below: J. Pennington, president; H. F. C. 
Albers, vice-president; D. D. Turner, secretary; H. O 
Dilley, treasurer. 


Halvorsen. 





Pennsylvania Company Said in Fine Condition. 

The Herrick & Camptown Telephone Co., Steubensville, 
Pa., held its tenth annual meeting recently and elected the 
following directors for the ensuing year: M. W. Angle, 
W. S. Lafferty, H. B. Lanclon, S. W. Canfield, L. S. Tyler, 
Frank Vaughn and E. C. Ingham. When the company 
was organized ten years ago it had but three telephones. 
It has now over 300 miles of wire and 400 telephones. 
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National Convention Exhibits. 
(Continued from page 166) 
The company was represented by E. R. Harding, western 
manager; C. I. Hickman, F. P. Dismore, Robert Hall. 


W. N. Matruews & Bro., St. Louis, was represented by 
Claude L. Matthews, Victor L. Crawford and Walter Bischoff. 


STROMBERG-CARLSON TELEPHONE Mrc. Co., Rochester, Chi- 
cago and Kansas City, had its customary exhibit of a com- 
plete line of common and local battery telephone apparatus, 
including private branch exchange switchboards and _ their 
well known No. 11 type drop switchboard for rural line ex- 
changes. The apparatus was shown in operative order to 
make a complete demonstration and display of its various 
types of telephones. The No. 7 type combination-phone was 
prominently displayed. A new line of apparatus which this 
company has added includes the Inter-com-phone systems and 
a complete series of private line telephones. The Inter-com- 
phones are made in several types, including the wall non- 
flush type, the desk type and two styles of flush type in 
6, 12, 22 and 32 station capacities, using No. 160 type auto- 
matic key. The private line telephones which this company 
is now exploiting include the following systems: 

No. 1.—Desk and wall type private line two-way telephones. 

No. 2.—Common talking selective ringing telephones. 

No. 3—Common talking selective ringing telephones with 
common battery exchange connections. 

No. 4.—The central telephone system employing the central 
telephone of unlimited capacity and the station telephone. 

These systems are adaptable for residence, office, factory 
and school installations. They are illustrated and described 
in the company’s new booklet No. 290, now ready for distri- 
bution. A complete line of ironclad telephones with signal 
bells for mine and railway use were displayed. The Deffone, 
a new telephone for the deaf, manufactured under the direct 
supervision of Miller Reese Hutchinson, chief engineer of the 
Thos. A. Edison Co., was also on display and demonstrated. 
This new instrument has just been placed on the market and 
replaces the Hear-a-phone. 

The following representatives attended the convention: F. 
N. Kondolf, president; H. C. Slemin, sales and advertising 
manager; E. A. Reinke, sales engineer; G. C. Slemin, cable 
sales manager, of Rochester; A. B. Crawford, Ohio; J. B. 
Wilkinson, Kentucky; C. A. Mahan, Missouri; E. P. Shafer, 
Indiana; P. D. Myers, Illinois; J. C. Cannon, Minnesota; S. 
W. Menefee, Kansas City manager; A. M. Haubrich, Chicago 
manager; also the entire Chicago force. 


WarNeER Exectric Co., Muncie, Ind., had a complete work 
ing exhibit of the well known Warner pole changers in mod- 
ern cabinets. The Peerless type was exhibited for the first 
time at any convention, having just been put on the market 
The cabinet is dust proof and noise proof. The pole changer 
is mounted on the upper shelf and the closed circuit battery 
for running the vibrator on the lower shelf. Both shelves 
may be pulled out in an instant for inspection of the ap- 
paratus. A glass top in the stand permits examination of the 
vibrator without opening the case. 

Other types exhibited were the Imperial, and P. B. X. cab- 
inets and the standard type now mounted on a solid base, giv- 
ing a neater appearance and also a much more handy ar- 
rangement for practical work. 

The company was represented by C. E. 
and R. C. Stone, general manager. 


Davis, president, 





NUNGESSER CARBON AND Battery Co., Cleveland, Ohio, 
showed a complete line of 1900 telephone dry batteries, as 
well as its special ignition battery, the Acme Rapid Fire. The 
exhibit was in charge of H. S. Green and Warner’ Jones. 
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They had the pleasure of seeing many of their well satisfied 
customers from various parts of the country. The represen- 
tatives of this company announced to their friends that their 
plant is being practically doubled in capacity to take care of 
the increased business which is coming to them. 


STANDARD UNDERGROUND CABLE Co., Pittsburgh, Pa., and 
Chicago, Ill, had a complete exhibit of Colonial copper clad 
wire. The company issues a booklet fully describing this 
product. Special attention was given to the Colonial copper 
clad drop wire, which for the No. 17 size has a weight per 
thousand feet of 37 Ibs. as against 70 lbs. for No. 14 copper, 
and an elastic limit of 130 Ibs. as against 80 lbs. for No. 14 
copper. The company also had a full exhibit of cable sizes 
of various types and gages, the same as are used in leading 
installations of the country. 

Representatives of the company present were J. R. Wiley, 
manager; A. F. Hovey, superintendent of construction; A. A. 
Anderson, Pittsburgh; R. E. Green and B. S. Stewart. 





Ittinois Exvectric Co., Chicago, represented by J. A. Duncan, 
C. McIntyre, W. A. Grimes, D. E. Wescott and H. A. Robert- 
son, exhibited a line of Gray pay stations, rubber covered 
telephone wire, the G. E. ozonator, Klein tools, and Pierce 
brackets. 


Tue Fipre Conpuir Co., Orangeburg, N. Y., exhibited a 
line of Orangeburg fibre conduit. The company was represent 
ed by W. W. Smythe, Jr., and H. M. Hubbard. 


ELectric StoracGE Battery Co., Philadelphia, Pa., had an 
exhibit of tank and glass jar types of storage batteries, also 
type E. T. cells for booster sets, as well as sets of Exide bat- 
teries, and storage battery accessories; also a complete supply 
of bulletins covering the use of storage batteries for telephone, 
automobile, electric light plant and other uses. The com- 
pany was represented by G. H. Atkin, R. I. Baird, T. A. 
Cressey, T. Milton, P. G. Downton and J. M. Rosholt. 


Krirs-Wricut Co., Philadelphia, Pa., exhibited a cable car 
and corner bracket, also the Krips-Wright aerial cable hang- 
ers which can be quickly placed on the messenger without the 
use of tool or instrument of any kind. 

Mr. Wm. K. Krips, president, represented the company at 
the convention. 


exhibit which ad- 
extensive line of high 
grade protective apparatus and construction specialties. There 
was a section of main distributing frame, equipped with pro- 
tectors of the several well known Cook types, showing the 
different styles of heating coils and also the tubular fuse cen- 
tral office protector. The various classes of cable terminals 
were also represented, including the new porcelain terminal 
for interior block distribution. Substation protectors in vari- 
ous combinations and styles of mountings were shown; high 
potential toll line lightning arresters, cable clamps, Cook 
joints, connectors, test connectors, etc. 

Mr. Cook reports the recent sale of 900 messenger clamps 
to the Australian Government telephone system, Melbourne, 
also 20 S-6 terminals. 

The company was represented by Frank B. Cook, general 
sales manager; Jno. F. Tompkins, Jas. M. Moore, northwest- 
ern representative and F. A. Rader, southwestern represen- 
tative. 


FRANK B. had an 


mirably 


Cook, Chicago, IIL, 


represented his remarkably 


Evectric Specratty Co., Cresco, Ia., gave a demonstration 
of the self-sealing features of the Mansbridge condenser. It 
was shown conclusively that a puncture will not permanently 
put this condenser out of business, as when accidentally short- 
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circuited it will automatically clear itself on the passing of 
ringing current. The company also showed the Addie fuse 
tester. Cresco condensers were shown in all capacities and 
styles, including the wall type for mounting beside a tele- 
phone already installed, to do away with the evil effects of 
the rubberneck nuisance. 

The company was represented by its president, A. L. Pe- 
terson. 


Corwin TELEPHONE Mec. Co., Chicago, Ill, exhibited secret 
and non-secret self-operating P. B. X. systems for connec 
tion with automatic, common battery, and magneto exchanges. 

The company was represented by E. R. Corwin, M. L. John- 
son, R. Royal, C. Bals and C. C. Newburn. 


Nortu Et ecrric Co. presented an exhibit of exceptional in- 
terest to the delegates, consisting of the Automanual, Uni 
versal Board, Synchromonic, Combined Chief and Informa- 
tion Desk associated therewith, and the Telechronometer and 
Automatic. Message Meter. 

The Automanual consisted of a half unit, fifty line, 10,000 
capacity section with three operators’ key sets and reverting 
call facilities. 

The universal board, which automatically takes care of all 
abnormal features of traffic requiring monitor service, cre- 
ated great interest in the demonstration, also the operators’ 
key set checking monitor attachment which enables the chief 
operator of an automanual exchange to test the accuracy with 
which the local operators are setting up the numbers on the 
key sets. 

The telechronometer exhibit was operated in connection with 
the automanual and enjoyed the distinction of offering a so- 
lution of the rate question. 

The synchromonic five party selective ringing system has 
undergone some recent refinements, including the adaptation 
of a guard alarm which will signal the attenglant of any vari- 
ation in the ringing source. 

The automatic message meters were operated in connec- 
tion with a manual switchboard. 

One of the most valuable and interesting souvenirs given 
out was a booklet issued by the North Electric Co. entitled 
“Automanual, described for the practical telephone man.” It 
is a booklet clearly setting forth the means to the end of 
automanual operation and presents the subject so clearly and 
completely that at its conclusion, no telephone man of ex- 
perience will continue to question the methods by which au- 
tomanual is accomplished. 

The North Electric Co. was represented by:C. H. North, 
president; Garrison Babcock, vice president and general man 
ager; J. G. Mitchell, sales engineer; Geo. W. Dickerson in 
charge of the exhibit, assisted by Geo. H. Fister and W. J. 
Ford. 


ELectric SpectaLty Mrc. Co., Cedar Rapids, Ia., demon- 
strated the wireless cable tester, an instrument for locating 
trouble in telephone cables. The instrument was connected up 
to a length of cable equipped with switches for giving a dem- 
onstration of all the practical tests which can be made. 


Dento GENERAL E Lec. Co., Rochester, N. Y., had the Denio 
fire alarm system on exhibit, working in conjunction with the 
automatic telephone equipment, showing the method of au- 
tomatically registering a fire call at the fire department head- 
quarters without the assistance of an operator. This system 
was also shown in connection with the manual switchboards. 
The company was represented by Dr. B. B. Clark, its president. 


Monarcu TELEPHONE Mrc. Co., Ft. Dodge, Ia., exhibited 
its complete line of magneto and common battery switch- 
boards and telephone equipment. This company is now fully 


settled in its new factory at Ft. Dodge, Ia., and in a position 
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to take care of orders in better shape than was ever possible 
while located in Chicago. 

The company was represented at the convention by W. II. 
Trimm, L. Q. Trumbull, T. L. Dunlap, W. J. Stanton, C. C. 
Huffinan and I, J. Crowe. 


Everstick ANCHOR Co., St. Louis, exhibited the “Everstick” 
Jasper Blackburn, president of the company, did the 
honors. The construction of this anchor is so well known 
that it needs no description. Mr. Blackburn had a list of 
the largest telephone and telegraph companies in the country 
which are users of the Everstick anchor and was able to give 
data from a practical standpoint to substantiate the claims 
that “they do not creep; they will not break; they are quickly 
installed; they are everlasting; they are all a good anchor 
should be.” 

A boltless clamp, arranged on an entirely new plan, capable 
of being securely locked with rope and tackle was a feature 
of Mr. Blackburn’s exhibit which attracted a great amount 
of attention. One customer on the first day of the convention 
purchased 600 of the pole clamps made to this design. <A 
complete description of the device will appear in an early 
issue of TELEPHONY. 


anchor. 


Automatic Exectric Co., Chicago, exhibited an automatic 
telephone systern for 1,000 lines or more, as well as the au 
tomatic system used for private branch exchange service, 
showing the advantage of eliminating the. operator in giving 
rapid and efficient service. Also, the automatic traffic distrib- 
utor, as used in connection with the existing manually oper- 
ated multiple switchboard, showing the method of automati 
cally distributing calls to the several operators, and in this 
manner keeping the operators working at their highest effi- 
ciency and rendering prompt service. The automatic monitor 
system was also exhibited, showing its use in connection with 
manually operated exchanges to supervise operators. 

The exhibit also included supplies consisting of receivers, 
transmitters, metal mouthpieces, cable, enameled and _ insula- 
ted wires. The Raven Brand of supplies were also exhibited. 

The company was represented by H. D. Critchfield, assisted 
by W. F. Benoist, J. E. Fisher, P. J. Eubanks, A. B. Smith 
and P. H. Davenport. The supply department was in charge 
of Elsworth Keith. 

The automatic enunciator was exhibited, showing the meth- 
od of announcing train calls in depots or calling for parties 
at hotels. Music was given, which was much enjoyed by all. 

McRoy Cray Works, Chicago, manufacturers of vitrified 
clay conduits, was represented at the convention by H. K. 
Weld. Mr. Weld states that business in the underground line 
looks hopeful for this year, and the McRoy company is pre- 
pared to care for the underground requirements of the vari- 
ous Independent companies from a large stock of new conduits, 
which exceed in quality the already well known McRoy stan- 
dard. 


DEAN Exectric Co., Elyria, Ohio, had an especially inter- 
esting exhibit in Room 209 where it displayed its complete 
line of manual telephone equipment. The Dean harmonic 
converter was the center of attraction. It shows well the 
time that has been spent to perfect it and to put it in its 
present position as a world’s standard for selective party 
ringing systems. 

Those in attendance at the Dean exhibit were as follows: 
A. G. Bean, president; R. H. Manson, secretary; W. H. 
Scott, R. Davis, E. L. Klingel, W. S. Williams, A. B. Smith, 
Homer Stephen, W. J. St. Onge, A. D. T. Libby. 


Tue MILLer ANcHorR Co., of Norwalk, O., was represented 
by its president, G. H. Miller, a regular attendant at all tele- 
phone conventions. 
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Pace & Hit1, Minneapolis, Minn., was represented by L. L. 
Hill. The Page & Hill company is receiving a great deal of 
attention in regard to its butt treated poles, and reports a 
heavy demand for them. The companies which have come to 
the very sound conclusion that the application of a preserva- 
tive to poles is the only economical way to handle line con- 
struction have, nevertheless, been deterred from putting their 
conclusions into practice by the cost of doing their own treat- 
ing and the uncertainty as to the best type of preservative, as 
well as their inability to get good penetration with the cheaper 
forms of treatment. All of these difficulties are removed by 
purchasing poles treated by the process employed by a pole 
dealer whose reputation in the field gives assurance that only 
the highest grade of preservative will be used, and that the 
method of treatment will give a sufficiently deep penetration 
to assure the longest possible increase in life for the wood. 

Among the recent business for butt treated poles awarded 
to Page & Hill was a very heavy order placed by the Stone 
& Webster engineering interests for the poles to be used in 
connection with the Keokuk dam power distribution project. 
The engineering and business reputation of the Stone & Web- 
ster interests is so high that their approval is in itself suffi- 
cient to establish the fact that this product has become stand- 
ardized and that its use constitutes a direct economy in every 
sense of the word. 


Tue Pyrene Co. or ILiinois, 29 South La Salle street, Chi- 
cago, Ill., exhibited one set of telephones with the induction 
coils submerged in Pyrene, to demonstrate the fact that it is 
absolutely non-conductive of electricity, and does not show the 
slightest leak between the two coils. Demonstration was made 
by two parties getting on a line. In plugging in the line one 
to the other they obtained an absolute connection, talking 
through when the lines were connected properly by a switch. 
By disconnecting the lines at the switch it was found not the 
slightest leak of current passed between the two coils. 

A demonstration was also made of the non-damaging fea- 
ture of the Pyrene extinguishing liquid by saturating the 
walls. In less than a minute the liquid evaporated and left 
no stain. 

The company was represented by J. K. Norstrom, secre- 


tary. 


Wesco Suppty Co., St. Louis, Mo., was represented by E. M. 
Scearce, manager of the telephone department. Mr. Scearce 
is a pioneer Independent telephone man, with a fine record as 
a builder and manager of Independent properties previous to 
entering the supply business. 


THe RELIABLE Evectric Co., Chicago, Ill, had a very com- 
prehensive and attractive exhibit of protective apparatus. 

Sub-station arresters were shown in all the types which have 
become standard among the various companies, and the class 
of material, methods of construction, arrangement of termi- 
nals, workmanship, etc., came in for favorable attention among 
operating men. 

Tubular fuses of various types, test connectors, terminal 
frame blocks, mica fuses, protection for small switchboards 
were featured in a variety of designs meeting the needs of all 
types of exchange and sub-station work. 

The novel idea of mounting sleeves, fuses, sub-station pro- 
tectors, individual arresters, etc., upon a cloth covered, pyramid 
shaped frame, some 4 ft. high and 30 in. across the base, gave 
a very attractive display and enabled the visitors to pick out 
the types suited to their needs very quickly, and make com- 
plete comparisons. 

The company was fortunate enough to secure several nice 
orders on cable terminals and individual station protectors. 
The Reliable company has just moved into new quarters on 
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account of increase in business. This company has jumped 
to the front as manufacturers of copper and iron sleeves and 
is now said to be practically the largest manufacturer of this 
class of material. 

The company has a full line of booklets giving details about 
its apparatus which are available for distribution generally to 
the trade. 

Representing the company were G. W. Rodormer, O. C. 
Junge and F. W. McMeal. 


THE MINERALLAC ELeEctric Co., Clark and Adams streets, Chi- 
cago, IIl., produced a decided sensation with its new Unity pin 
and insulator combined, turned out of a single piece of wood 
and impregnated with Minerallac compound to give long life 
and high insulating qualities. Properties covered in the article 
in TELEPHONY last week were fully explained by the exhibitor. 
Insulators in various styles and sizes, and sections of insulators 
sawed up to show the completeness and density of impregna- 
tion, were shown, also the plain insulators before impregna- 
tion, and a variety of house and pole brackets. The top of a 
pole of standard construction equipped with cross-arms and 
Minerallac Unity insulators and pins occupied a corner of the 
room. <A 12,000 volt test was made on a Western Union 
pony type insulator showing that no breakdown occurred at 
that potential, which, of course, far exceeds any voltage which 
ever reaches a telephone line due to a cross with high potential 
circuits and indicates that no harmful leakage of voice cur- 
rents should occur. The company also exhibited its cable 
hangers and No. 20 compound for cable joint, pot head and 
terminal bell work. Practically every telephone man present 
at the convention paid particular attention to this exhibit and 
expressed an intention of looking carefully into the proposi- 
tion with a view to using it in his plant. Several large orders 
from prominent companies in various sections of the country 
were received. 

The company was represented by Chester I. Hall. chief en- 
gineer; H. S. Sines, sales manager; C. C. Lovejoy and Geo. 
Guthrie, sales department; also G. H. Myrick, electrical engi- 
neer. 


THE GRISSINGER TELEPHONE REPEATER is reported by its in- 
ventor, Elwood Grissinger, of Buffalo, to have been developed 
to a point where it is a commercial repeating instrument. It is 
to be used for the improvement of telephonic transmission over 
existing telephone lines, or for the extension of the range of 
telephonic transmission beyond the present limits. 

The exhibit contained a number of telephonic repeating in- 
struments by means of which actual telephone conversations 
were repeated from one to five and six times through standard 
artificial cables. The artificial cables have been designed and 
constructed to be the equivalent of standard No. 19 B. & S. 
gage cable. A test of these artificial cables was made February 
6 by Arthur Bessey Smith, E. E., of Chicago, and his report 
of that test shows that every mile of the artificial cable is equal 
to seven miles of No. 12 B. & S. gage copper open wire line, 
24 miles of No. 10 B. & S. gage copper open wire line and 26 
miles of No. 8 B. W. G. copper open wire line. These tests 
were made by comparison with a Leeds and Northrup standard 
artificial cable having a loop resistance of 88 ohms per mile 
and a mutual capacity of .06 m.-f. per mile. 

The repeating instruments as now standardized, the in- 
ventor states, will create a new telephone current wave from 
an original, magnified a great many times. The new waves are 
created without the loss of any overtones or without the intro- 
duction of any apparent distortion so that commercial con- 
versations can be handled with successive repetitions. After 
each repetition there is a great increase in the volume of energy 
applied to the line, thereby improving transmission. Actual 
tests made in the east showed that an actual improvement in 
transmission in excess of 65 per cent. was affected by the use 
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of one instrument on a line of given length. Several systems 
have been devised for commercial use whereby conversations 
can be carried on in a reciprocal relation whether the line cir- 
cuits are balanced or whether they are unbalanced. The dem- 
onstration in Chicago was arranged so that delegates, engi- 
neers or others were enabled to observe the behavior of the 
instruments on the artificial cable when repeating one or more 
times, either in straight working or in reciprocal working. 


Tue SpectALtTy Device Co., Cincinnati, Ohio, exhibited the 
Bierce cable sleeves and cable roller and made quite an im- 
pression on the trade with these devices. The Bierce cable 
sleeves have been adopted by many enterprising Independent 
telephone companies throughout the United States during the 
past year, with universal satisfaction. The cable roller is a 
very handy and useful article. It is made of the best material, 
in a very thorough and workmanlike manner, is practically in- 
destructible, takes all sizes of cable up to 400 pair and fits any 
messenger wire. The company will be pleased to go into de- 
tails and furnish information in regard to its devices. 

Representing the company were S. S. Einstein and F. N. 
Bierce. 








Frank B. Hatt, Newton Falls, Ohio, had some copies of 
his construction specification and diagram book, mentioned in 
last week’s TELEPHONY, and sets of sample pages, on exhibit. 
Engineers and managers showed high appreciation of the use- 
fulness of this book and Mr. Hall took a large number of 
orders, including many for several copies to distribute among 
foremen, managers and superintendents. 





W. J. MisKeLta represented the Duplicator Mfg. Co., 970 
Old Colony Bldg., Chicago, which numbers among its custom- 
ers several leading telephone companies and telephone manu- 
facturing houses. This company reports a rapidly growing 
business. 





Jos. C. BeLpen, of the Belden Mfg. Co., Chicago, was in at- 
tendance throughout the convention. 





LAFAYETTE ELECTRICAL Mrc. Co., Lafayette, Ind., was capably 
represented by E. J. Dean, who reports that his house is in 
line for a fine business in its well known protectors and other 
specialties when the construction season opens. 


THE AMERICAN ELEctTRIC Co., Chicago, is distributing Bulletin 
No. 40 to the trade. This covers magneto switchboards, tele- 
phones and accessories. The booklet has eighty pages, is at- 
tractively bound in brilliant red cover paper, and is worth 
the while of every telephone man to make an effort to procure. 
It is profusely illustrated with half tones, diagrams, etc., with 
complete descriptions of the various goods listed. In addition 
it is fully indexed, making it possible to find exactly what one 
is looking for without delay. 








J. B. Hoare, who writes telephone fire insurance, came over 
from Cleveland to look over the sessions, where he formerly 
officiated as president. Mr. Hoge has a new telephone spe- 
cialty in the form of a treated wooden tree insulator. 

Tue UNITED TELEPHONE Co., of Boston, had several represen- 
tatives present. The company expects to have important an- 
nouncements ready to publish soon in regard to the Randall 
Telephone Repeater. 

W. J: STADERMAN, of the Universal Specialty Manufacturing 
Co,, Terre Haute, Ind., was in attendance. 


-TuHe InpIANA STEEL & Wire Co., Muncie, Ind., was active 
as usual, carrying off some fine orders. The prominence of 
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this firm in the wire business is very evident, as its goods 
are in use all over the country and have shown by the test 
of time that the telephone company purchasing them is sure 
of the best of satisfaction. 

Robert Miller, general sales manager and director of the 
company, welcomed hundreds of telephone friends. No con- 


vention could be complete without Mr. Miller’s presence, and 
there is no man in the field better appreciated for his fine 
persona! qualities than “Bob” Miller, and the Indiana com- 
pany’s quarters were crowded with delegates throughout the 
convention. 





KeELLoGG SwitcHBoArp & Suppry Co. exhibited a full and 
complete line of magneto and common battery switchboards, 
telephones and auxiliary equipment. 

Among special features of great interest might be men- 
tioned the convertible magneto telephones which can be changed 
to standard common battery sets by the addition of a fifty 
cent condenser—the generator and batteries being discarded; 
also, the direct harmonic four-party ringing system for ex- 
changes, which can be retained without discarding any equip- 
ment, when the plant is to be changed tg,¢ommon battery. 

The company also displayed direct lamp common battery 
switchboards for P. B. X. work which are simple and inex- 
pensive both in first cost and maintenance. 

The magneto switchboards shown were equipped with the 
Kellogg company’s well known system of double supervisory 
cord circuits, which secures absolutely positive operation of 
ring-off drops and prevents ringing through and confusion. 

The simplex multiple switchboard system and the convert- 
ible magneto multiple lamp signal switchboard system, ex- 
hibited and demonstrated, enable any telephone company to 
take care of any traffic or rate proposition that can possibly 
arise. 

Weeks could be spent to great advantage in investigating 
what the Kellogg company had to offer as the result of years 
of effort to get the telephone business on a more efficient 
basis, and make it a better business to engage in. 


The company had about forty representatives in active at- 
tendance. 





J. S. CumIne, president of the Central Telephone & Electrical 


Co., St. Louis, never misses a meeting. He looked better than 
ever this time. 





W. S. Patcu, of the Crawford Cedar Co.,.Menominee, Mich., 
and L. L. Hill, of Page & Hill, Minneapolis, were among the 
pole men seen in the crowds. 

W. M. Barzey, of Richmond, Ind., always attends. Some of 
these days that American Concrete Pole Co. of his will be ready 
to sell concrete poles, he says. 





THE AMERICAN SuRETY Co., of New York, had several repre- 
sentatives on hand to explain their employe-bonding proposi- 
tion. 








B. *. 
usual. 


Wasson, the reel man of Clinton, IIl., was there as 


ANOTHER ILLINoIs specialty manufacturer was present in the 
person of Geo. H. Glass, the Never-Slip Wire Grip man, of 
Pekin, Ill. 

Mayo Lenz looked after the interests of the Runzel-Lenz 
cord manufacturing concern, Chicago. 

E. E. CLEMENT, the popular patent expert and Clement-Auto- 
manual inventor, came on fr m Washington, D. C., to attend the 
meeting. 
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J. C. Bextpen, Chicago manufacturer of cords, wire, etc., was 
very much in evidence. 


Kempster B. MILLER, author, inventor, expert and good fel- 
low, was there to greet his friends. 


Tue Utinities INDEMNITY EXCHANGE, of St. Louis, was rep- 
resented by L. T. Block. 


Tue AERIAL Conpuit Co., of Wabash, Ind., had its able presi- 
dent, Judge N. G. Hunter, on the scene. 





Apert J. Cox and Gordon Wilson were circulating among 
the crowds in the interests of their respective agencies. 


Joun H. Fow er and J. B. EserHart were in attendance. 
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E. F. Kirkpatrick, “Kirk, the Konduit Man,” was there, as 
young and debonair as ever. 

Cuas. A. Botrorrr iepresented the Homer Rob.rt Mfg. Co., 
of Chicago. 


J. A. NAvarrE represented Bissell & Co., of Toledo. 


Ep. Martin, of Webster City, Ia., showed the first model of 
his new telometer to friends. 


THE Vutcan EL ectric Co., of Buffalo, had an exhibit in 
charge of H. L. Wuerffel. 


THE EL ectrosE Mrc. Co., of Brooklyn, was represented by 
the Paragon Sellers Co., Western agents. 


Condensed News Reports 


Officers of Companies are F armestly Requested to Forward Us Promptly All Financial and Other Statements as Soon 
as Issued, and Any Items of Interest as to Their Plants and Systems 


PERSONAL. 


J. G. MITCHELL, sales engineer of the North Electric Co., 
who has just closed a contract for the installation of a complete 
central office Automanual exchange at Conneaut, Ohio., as de- 
scribed elsewhere in this 
issue, is well known in the 
telephone field. After at- 
tending Adelbert College of 
Western Reserve Univers- 
ity, Mr. Mitchell became 
identified with the electri- 
cal industry in the pioneer 
days of the electrical au- 
tomobile, devoting about 
four years to this work, 
specializing on the develop- 
ment of high duty automo- 
bile storage batterfes. La- 





ter, five years were de- 
voted to the telephone 
operating field in the 


equipment division of the 
Cleveland Telephone Co. 

Mr. Mitchell then spent 
four and a half years with 
the North Electric Co., 
Cleveland, Ohio, as electri- 
cal engineer, and one and 
a half years with the 
Dean, Electric Co., Elyria, 
Ohio, as sales manager. 
At the present time he is 
representing the North 
Electric Co., as sales en- 
gineer. During his connec- 
tion with the telephone 

dnaiennneaes industry, Mr. Mitchell has 
developed and patented several valuable improvements in the 
art and is an enthusiastic member of the American Institute of 
Electrical Engineers. 

The sale at Conneaut, to the Conneaut Telephone Co., was 
exceedingly gratifying. The company there has in operation a 
North Electric board, less than five years old, which is still in 
perfect condition. It is giving service to a number of subscribers 
far in excess of those of the Bell company and is making rapid 
gains. 














NEW COMPANIES. 

PESOTUM, ILL.—The Pesotum Home Telephone Co. has been 
incorporated recently by Henry Pfeffer, Henry Lee and E. V. 
Burton. 

GREENFIELD, IND.—The New Eden Telephone Co., which 
plans to build lines throughout Hancock county, with its principal 
office and exchange at Eden, has just been incorporated. The 
capital stock is fixed at this time at $750. The directors for the 
ensuing year are J. E. Ferrell, J. H. Trueblood, A. E. Curry, I. H. 
Day and Barl R. Gibbs. 

MORAN, IND.—The Moran Telephone Co. has filed articles of 
incorporation. The company proposes to operate in Moran, Ind., 
and adjacent territory. The incorporators are: H. G. Hz..rless, 
N. W. Rodenberger, O. Z. White and E. O. Bond. The capital 
stock is $3,000. 


Telephone Co., of Barry county, has been organized. Headquar- 
ters will be in Hastings or Baltimore township. 


HENNING, MINN.—Articles of incorporation have been filed 
by the Henning Star Telephone Co. with $3,500 capital stock. 
The officers are: C. Johnson, president; Morris Peterson, vice- 
president; O. E. Olson, secretary; and John Hanson, treasurer. 


; ASHLAND, ORE.—The Dead Indian Telephone Co. has been 
incorporated with $2,000 cap:tal stock. 


HILLMAN (Mail Mora), MINN.—The Hillman Telephone Co. 
has been formed here to build rural lines in Kanabec county. 
The officers are: President, Hugo Johnson; vice-president, A. 
H. Rosnow; secretary, John Trudell; treasurer, Moses Lloyd, 
The board of directors includes the foregoing and Frank Resabek, 
Nels Lundstrom and A. J. Holloway. 


CARSON, NEV.—Farmers in the vicinity of this city are sub- 
scribing to stock in a Home Telephone Co., which will shortly 
be organized here. It is proposed to establish a local exchange 
and to build lines throughout the Carson Valley, reaching all the 
ranches. Lines will also touch the towns of Gardnerville, Min- 
den and Genoa. 

WABASH, OHIO.—The Wabash Mutual Telephone Co. has 
been formed here, “not for profit.” Over 200 paid up subscribers 
are already on the list, having been taken over from the Mercer 
County Mutual Telephone Co. The officers are A. W. Larue, 
president; Theodore Schurman, vice-president and treasurer; and 
G. C. Thatcher, secretary. The trustees are A. W. Larue, J. C. 
Snyder, James Pearson, J. P. Wright and Samuel Leininger. 

PIKETOWN, PA.—The Blue Mountain Telephone Co. has been 
incorporated here, with authorized capitalization of $125,000. The 
incorporators are George W. Reed, S. C. Sweigert, George Hoyert, 
Charles E. Sheets, S. H. Stroh and A. M. Hinds, Sr., all of Middle 
Paxton township, Piketown, Dauphin county. 

McBEE, S. C.—A charter has been granted to the Highlands 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. with a capital stock of $5,000. The 
officers are: Loran A. Kerr, president; W. H. Phifer, vice-presi- 
dent; A. Adams, secretary and treasurer. 

McBEE, S. C.—The Highlands Telephone & Telegraph Co., with 
a capital of $5,000, has been organized here. Loran A. Keer is 
president, W. M. Phifer, vice-president, and A. Adams, secretary 
and treasurer. 

HURON, S. D.—Articles of incorporation have been filed for 
the Great Western Telephone Co. with headquarters here and a 
business office at Harvey, N. D. The capital stock will be $80,- 
000. The incorporators are: E. M. Taylor, M. L. Taylor, W. J. 
Taylor, Crookston, Minn.; P. M. Lorenz, Dubuque, Iowa; and 
A. C. Foldesi. Huron. 

ROSEMARK, TENN.—The Rosemark Telephone Co. has re- 
cently filed articles of incorporation, placing its capitalization at 
$2,000; with E. A. Thompson, J. T. Cragg, R. W. McCalla and 
H. F. McQuilston as incorporators. 

PALESTINE, TEXAS.—A rural telephone company has been 
organized at Palestine by W. R. and D. B. Boykin, to build an 
exchange at Crystal Lake and operate some farm lines. 

SPANISH FORK, UTAH.—The Palmyra Telephone & Blectric 
Light Co. has filed articles of incorporation. The company is 
capitalized at $25,000. The following have been elected directors 
for the first year: L. R. Thomas, M. Bradsgaard, Erastus Hanson, 
E. M. Banks and P. P. Thomas. 

HUSUM, WASH.—The Husum Telephone Co. has been organ- 


GRAND RAPIDS, MICH.—The Bay City Rural Co-Operative ized here to build a line from Trout Lake to Underwood, a dis- 








